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Public  Health  Department, 


Municipal  Buildings, 


West  Hartlepool, 


June,  1921. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool- 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Seventh  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my 


thanks  are  due  for  courtesy  and  support..  To  the  Staff  I  am  deeply 
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indebted  for  their  loyal  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


HERBERT  M.  CARGIN,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


llUst  Hartlepool. 


Countjj  Horonglj  of 


Report  of  tPe  Radical  Officer  of  ftealtp 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


NATURAL  ANO  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

POPULATION. 


The  population  upon  which  the  statistics  of  this  report  are  based 
has  been  estimated  as  for  the  previous  year  at  70,000.  (The  actual 
population  as  determined  by  the  latest  census  is  68,689). 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  THE  DISTRICT,  Etc. 


A  full  description  of  the  physical  features,  etc.,  of  the  district 
will  be  found  in  the  report  for  the  year  1919. 

POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

Mr.  Jeffries  (Clerk  to  the  Guardians)  has  kindly  given  me  statistics 
on  the  relief  afforded  by  the  Guardians  during  the  year. 

IN-DOOR  RELIEF. 


1.  Number  of  persons  admitted  to  Workhouse:— 


605 


For  Indoor  relief  176 

V 


1919 


For  Medical  Treatment  429 


5 


(  For  Indoor  relief  ...  551 

1920  ...  1,053  -< 

V  For  Medical  Treatment  502 

2.  Number  of  persons  in  Workhouse  on  : — 


1st  January, 

1919 

284 

n 

1920 

300 

1921 

259 

OUT-DOOR  RELIEF. 

3.  The  number  of  new  cases  applying  for  Out-door  Relief  was: 


In  1919 

In  U 

Men 

43 

63 

Women  ... 

168 

156 

Children  ... 

216 

263 

Total 

427 

482 

The  number  of 

persons  receiving  Out-door 

Relief  on  : — 

1st  January. 

19 !  9 

1920 

1921 ' 

Men 

45 

•  ••  5 1 

63 

Women 

...  246 

233 

283 

Children 

...  242 

263 

331 

• 

Total 

...  533 

. . .  547 

677 

Number  of  new 

cases  applying  for  Out-door 

Medical  Relief 

1919 

1920 

Men 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

20 

10 

Women 

... 

39 

43 

Children 

...  •  *  • 

16 

21 

Total 

75 

74 
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6.  Number  receiving  Out-door  Medical  Relief  who  are  also  in  receipt 
of  Out-Door  Relief  as  above  (No.  4)  : — 


1919 

1920 

Men 

47 

•  •  • 

25 

Women 

122 

•  •  • 

72 

Children 

55 

*  •  • 

54 

Total 

224 

151 

HOSPITAL  RELIEF. 

To  Mr.  J.  G.  Taylor  (Secretary  to  the  Cameron  Hospital)  I  am 
indebted  for  the  following  information  : — 


CAMERON  HOSPITAL. 


1919 

1920 

Beds  available  daily 

42 

42 

Average  number  of  patients  (resident) 

40 

41 

Number  admitted  as  in-patients  ... 

590 

833 

Average  number  of  days  residence 
for  patients 

24.7 

18 

Operations 

490 

592 

Deaths 

37 

32 

Number  of  Out-patients 

490 

689 

The  activity  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  of  this  hospital  is 
very  seriously  curtailed  by  the  small  number  of  beds  available.  This 
Institution  was  completed  in  1913.  The  population  of  the  Borough  has 
increased  considerably  in  recent  years  and  the  number  of  beds  now  available 
are  altogether  inadequate  for  the  number  of  patients  requiring  treatment. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

MARRIAGES. 

800  marriages  took  place  in  the  Borough,  a  decrease  of  99  as 
compared  with  1919,  and  an  increase  of  178  over  those  recorded  in  1918. 
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In  the  following  table  the  marriage  statistics  for  the  past  six  years 


are  given  : — 

Year 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


Number  of  Marriages 


722 


587 

530 

622 

899 

800 


Marriage  Rate 
22.2 
18.06 

16.3 

18.29 

25.5 


22.8 


BIRTHS. 

i 

2,185  births  were  recorded.  An  increase  of  508  over  those  recorded 


for  1919.  This  total  is  the  highest  since  1904.  This  high  birth  rate  was 
general  in  England  and  Wales,  and  corresponded  with  a  period  of  great 
national  prosperity.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  depression  which  began 


towards  the  end  of  the  year  will  be  reflected  in  the  birth  rate  for  the 
year  1921. 


The  sex  of  the  children  born  w7as : — - 

Males  Females  Total 

1,124  1,061  2,185 

77  illegitimate  births  (47  males  and  30  females)  were  numbered 
amongst  the  total  births.  This  figure  gives  an  illegitimate  rate  of  3.52%  of 
the  total  births,  as  compared  with  5.18%  for  1919  and  6.01%  for  1918. 

The  births  rates  in  England  and  Wales  and  in  West  Hartlepool 
for  the  past  6  years  are  shown  below : — 

WEST  HARTLEPOOL  ENGLAND  &  WALES 


Year 

No.  of  births 

Birth  Rate, 

Birth  Rate 

1915  ... 

1,685 

25.92 

21.8 

1916  ... 

1,664 

25.6 

21.6 

1717  ... 

1,473 

22.6 

17.8 

1918  ... 

1,547 

22.75 

17.7 

1919  ... 

1,677 

23.98 

18.5 

1920  ... 

2,185 

31.2 

...  25.4 

The  birth  rates,  together  with  the  percentage  of  births  (to  the  total 
births),  in  each  Ward  are  given  below  :  — 


No. 

Percentage 

Birth 

of 

of  the 

Rate 

Ward 

Estimated  Population  Births 

Total  Births 

per  1,000 

North 

10,645  . 

255  .. 

.  11.7  ... 

23.9 

West 

11,172 

...  264  .. 

.  12.08  ... 

23.6 

Park 

9,202 

...  224  .. 

.  10.2  ... 

24.3 

South-West  . 

15,486 

...  311  .. 

.  14.2  ... 

20.08 

South-East  . 

7,878 

...  369  .. 

.  16.8  ... 

46.8 

Central 

9,564 

...  378  .. 

.  17.3  ... 

39.5 

North-East  . 

3,306 

266  .. 

.  12.1  ... 

80.4 

Seaton 

2,747 

...  103  .. 

4.7  ... 

37.4 

70,000 

2,170 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF 

POPULATION. 

The  excess 

of  births  over 

deaths  was 

1,166.  For 

1919  it  was  549. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  (per  1,000  persons)  for  the 
past  four  years  is  shown  below : — 

1920  1919  1918  1917 

16.6  ...  7.8  ...  7  ...  8.6 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  West  Hartlepool  residents  was  1,019. 
For  the  previous  year  they  numbered  1,128  and  for  1918,  1,495. 

Of  this  total,  164  took  place  in  other  areas  : — 


Deaths  in  Workhouse  Infirmary  ...  123 

„  ,,  Hartlepool  Hospital  ...  6 

,,  ,,  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  ...  4 

„  „  Other  Districts  ...  ...  31 


Total 


•  •  • 


164 
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Eighteen  deaths  of  residents  of  other  areas  which  took  place  in  this 
area  are  deducted  from  the  total. 

The  corrected  death  rate  therefore  is  14.5  per  1,000,  per  annum,  or 
1.6  per  1,000  less  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  7.4  less  than  for  the  year 
1918. 

In  the  following  table,  the  deaths  and  death  rates  for  the  past  10 
years,  are  given  : — 


Year 

WEST 

Number  of  Deaths. 

HARTLEPOOL 

Death  Rate. 

ENGLAND  &  WALES 

Death  Rate. 

1911 

1,007 

15.64 

14.6 

1912 

939 

14.89 

13.3 

•  1913 

1,027 

15.98 

13.7 

1914 

1,037 

15.9 

14.0 

1915 

1,144 

17.6 

15.1 

1916 

937 

14.41 

14.0 

1917 

909 

13.9 

14.4 

1918 

1,495 

21.9 

17.6 

1919 

1,128 

16.1 

13.8 

1920 

1,019 

14.5 

12.4 

yoa 

the 


rs 


Tlie^deatn  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  for  the  past  ten 
(with  the  exception  of  1916  &  17 j 
period.  of  greatest  activity 


of 


the 


and  corresponds  with 
leal th  Depar true n t . 


Since  1915  there  has  been  almost  a  steady  decline  each  year  of  the 
total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough.  The  general  reduction  in  the  total 
deaths  has  corresponded  with  a  diminution  in  the  deaths  amongst  infants. 


General  sanitation  safeguards  health  at  all  ages,  but  the  effort  of  the 
Health  Visitors  is  mainly  centred  on  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  years. 
The  results  of  their  work  will  become  more  apparent  as  time  progresses, 
because  it  is  not  only  the  immediate  saving  of  life  that  is  aimed  at,  and 
effected,  but  that  the  youngest  members  of  the  population  will  grow  up  to  be 
strong  and  hardy,  progenitors  of  an  “  A1  ”  people.  In  this  way  too  will  the 
general  death  rate  be  diminished. 
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The  total  deaths  and  death  rates  in  the  Wards,  are  given  for 
1919  and  1920 


1919 

1920 

Ward. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths 

Death 

Rates. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Deaths 

Death 

Rates. 

North 

10,645 

99 

9.3 

10,645 

101 

9.4 

West 

11,172 

115 

10.29 

11,172 

99 

8.7 

Park 

9,202 

132 

14.34 

9,202 

108 

11.7 

South-West 

15,486 

133 

8.58 

15,486 

95 

6.1 

South-East 

7,878 

138 

17.51 

7,878 

141 

17.9 

Central 

9,564 

180 

18.82 

9.564 

166 

17.3 

North-East 

3,306 

129 

39.02 

3,306 

93 

28.1 

Seaton 

2,747 

47 

17.1 

2,747 

52 

18.9 

Total 

70,000 

973 

70,000 

855 

INQUESTS  AND  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

52  Inquests  were  held.  During  1920,  17  uncertified  deaths  were 
accepted  or  1.6%  of  the  total  deaths.  The  figures  for  the  previous  year  were 
50  and  10  respectively. 

DEATHS  OF  WEST  HARTLEPOOL  RESIDENTS 


IN  OTHER 

AREAS. 

Institution 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Hartlepool  Union  Infirmary 

81 

42 

123 

Port  Sanitary  Hospital 

2 

2 

4 

Hartlepools  Hospital 

1 

5 

6 

York  City  Asylum 

3 

2 

5 

County  Borough  Asylum,  Middlesbro’  ...  — 

1 

1 

Other  Districts 

16 

9 

25 

Total 

103 

61 

164 
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The  following  deaths  in  West  Hartlepool  are  recorded  of  persons 
resident  in  other  districts : — 

j 

Influenza  Pneumonia  Cancer  Encephalitis  Marasmus  Accidents  Suicide  Violent  Other  Total 

Lethar^ica  Deaths  Causes 

2  111  1  4  1  2  5  18 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

225  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  took  place.  In  1919 
there  were  189  deaths  and  in  1918,  259. 

i 

The  Infant  mortality  rate  is  102.9  per  1,000  births — for  the  year 
1919  was  112.7,  and  for  1918  it  was  167.4.  The  mortality  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  80.  *he  lowest  recorded  for  the  past  10  years. 
The  local  mortality  rate  is  also  the  lowest  (with  the  exception  of  1917)  for 
a  similar  period.  There  can  be  no  question  that  many  infant  lives  are 
saved  b>  the  attention  they  receive  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  from  the 
doctors  and  health  visitors,  by  the  visits  of  the  latter  to  the  homes  of  the 
children,  and  by  the  assistance  rendered  to  necessitous  cases. 

A  Maternity  Home  is  urgently  needed  to  complete  our  scheme  of 
maternity  and  infant  welfare  work,  and  fortunately  the  purchase  of  suitable 
premises  for  this  purpose  seems  likely  to  be  arranged  soon.  With  such  a 
home  in  use  prospective  mothers  could  attend  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic  held 
there,  and  consult  with  the  doctors  in  attendance.  Later  they  could  be  taken 
through  their  confinement  in  clean  and  comfortable  surroundings  by  doctor 
and  nurse  skilled  in  this  work.  There  is  little  doubt  that  a  home  of  this 
kind  will  contribute  largely  to  the  saving  of  infant  life  at  the  time  of  the 
confinement,  and  to  the  production  of  children,  healthier  and  better  fitted 
to  overcome  those  disorders  so  common  and  so  fatal  in  the  early  years  of  life. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES. 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL 

ENGLAND  &  WALES. 

Year 

Rate 

Rate 

1912 

103 

•  •  • 

95 

1913 

136 

109 

1914 

111 

105 

1915 

153 

110 

1916 

112 

91 

1917 

102.7 

97 

1918 

167.4 

97 

1919 

112-7 

89 

1920 

102.9 

80  . 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  in 

and  Wales,  was  85. 

the  96 

great  towns  in  England 

In  following  table,  the  principal  causes  of 

A 

death  amongst  the  infants 

for  the  years  1919  and  192C 

are  set  out 

below 

Increase  or 

Number  of  Deaths 

Decrease  as 

Disease. 

1919 

1920 

compared 
with  1919. 

Atrophy,  Debility,  etc.  ... 

30 

43 

+  13 

Premature  Births 

34 

34 

same 

Bronchitis 

43 

33 

...'  -10 

Pneumonia 

26 

19 

—  7 

Measles 

*-  •  • 

2 

+  2 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis  ... 

13 

25 

+  12 

Convulsions 

6 

17 

+  11 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)... 

1 

8 

...  +  7 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

9 

+  7 

All  other  causes 

34  ... 

35 

...  +1 

189 

225 

+  36 
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Enquiries  are  being  conducted  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  determine, 
if  possible,  the  cause  of  the  premature  births  which  occur.  It  is  probable 
that  some  of  these  premature  births  are  due  to  venereal  disease  in  the  parents, 
but  this  cannot  be  determined  until  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  is  available 
for  the  necessary  examinations. 

So  long  as  parents  continue  to  feed  their  infants  on  food  totally 
unsuitable  for  them,  there  will  be  deaths  from  Gastritis  and  Enteritis  with 
the  usual  accompaniment  of  deaths  from  Convulsions.  I  am  convinced  one 
practical  method  by  which  these  deaths  can  be  considerably  reduced  is  by 
teaching  mothercraft  to  all  girls,  during  their  last  years  in  school,  paying 
particular  attention  to  the  different  methods  of  baby  feeding.  At  the  present 
time  one’s  experience  is  that  the  mother  who  has  any  but  the  most 
elementary  knowledge  of  how  to  feed  her  baby  has  yet  to  be  discovered. 

The  sexes  of  the  the  children  who  died  were  : — 


1920 

1919 

1918 

...  122 

...  109 

...  152 

...  103 

...  80 

...  107 

225 

189 

259 

Males 

Females 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  Infant  Deaths  is  set  out  below: — 


DISEASES. 

North 

West 

Park 

s. 

West 

s. 

East 

Cen¬ 

tral 

N. 

East 

Seaton 

Deaths 

in 

Work- 

house 

Other 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

Total 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus 

6 

3 

4 

1 

4 

10 

9 

2 

3 

1 

43 

Premature  Births 

3 

2 

3 

5 

8 

8 

2 

3 

... 

•  •  • 

34 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

3 

4 

10 

3 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

33 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

6 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

19 

Measles 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

Gastritis  and 
Enteritis 

5 

4 

1 

1 

3 

8 

3 

•  •  • 

*  •  e 

25 

Convulsions 

2 

2 

4 

•  •  • 

•  •  #> 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

17 

Tuberculosis 

... 

2 

. . . 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

1 

1 

I 

•  •  • 

1 

«  •  • 

1 

*  *  * 

... 

9 

All  other  causes 

6 

o 

J 

2 

6 

3 

8 

4 

1 

2 

... 

35 

Total  ... 

32 

22 

20 

23 

32 

51 

26 

10 

7 

2 

225 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

WATER  SUPPLY  TO  THE  BOROUGH. 

This  is  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919. 

Six  samples  of  Town’s  water  were  taken  during  the  year,  with 
the  following  results  : — 

4  Satisfactory.  2  Not  Satisfactory. 
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WELLS  IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

Two  samples  of  water  from  shallow  wells  were  taken  during  the 
year.  One  was  found  unsuitable  for  drinking  purposes,  and  the  well  was 
filled  in  and  Town’s  water  laid  on.  The  results  of  the  analysis  in  the  other 
case  did  not  warrant  steps  being  taken  to  close  the  well. 

STREAMS,  Etc. 

There  are  no  streams  of  any  note  in  the  Borough, 

) 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

DRAINAGE. 

Since  the  year  1915  all  new  drains  (and  those  relaid)  are  tested  by 
the  water  test. 

Old  drams  are  tested  by  the  smoke  test. 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

The  number  of  drains  tested  during  the  year  was  181.  177  of 

these  were  in  connection  with  the  conversion  of  privy  middens  and  privy 
pans  to  water  closets,  7  were  tested  by  smoke  and  177  by  water.  The  tests 
by  smoke  were  made  because  complaints  were  received  or  because 
investigations  were  considered  necessary  by  reason  of  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  diseases. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  tests  is  as  follows : — 

North  West  Park  S  West  S  East  Central  N  East  Seaton  Total 

21  34  29  35  15  40  .  5  5'  184 

During  1920,  71  drains  were  examined. 


SEWERAGE. 

3  main  sewers  carry  all  sewage  directly  into  the  sea, 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  approximate  number  of  closets  of  each 

« 

type  in  the  Borough  was : — 

Number  of  Privies  (fixed  receptacles)  ...  1,995 

,,  ,,  Privy  Pans  (moveable  receptacles)  748 

,,  ,,  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  11,320 

,,  ,,  Pland  Flushed  Closets  ...  ...  3 


Total  ...  14,066 


CONVERSIONS. 

To  expediate  the  work  of  converting  privy  middens,  &c.,  and  to 
assist  the  owners  of  the  property  concerned  in  carrying  out  this  work  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  council  in  May,  1920: — 

“That  the  present  policy  of  requiring  “conversions”  to  be  made 
where  the  existing  conveniences  are  not  sufficient  as  provided 
by  Section  36  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  be  continued, 
and  that  in  the  future  a  sum  of  £  6  be  allowed  the  owner 
towards  the  cost  in  each  case,  and  a  similar  allowance  where 
the  conveniences  are  converted  voluntarily  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Corporation.” 

In  October,  1920,  because  of  the  difficulty  in  securing  the  necessary 
labour,  the  Council  again  considered  the  question  of  conversions  and  the 
foregoing  resolution  was  amended  by  the  following  : — 

“  That  in  lieu  of  the  allowance  of  £6  at  present  made  for  the 
‘  conversions  ’  covered  by  the  resolution  passed  by  this 
Committee  on  the  15th  April  last,  the  Corporation  will  if 
so  desired  by  the  owner,  put  in  the  necessary  drainage  and 
make  an  allowance  of  £2  towards  the  fittings,  this  arrange¬ 
ment  to  apply  to  all  conversions  ordered  to  be  carried  out  in 
the  future,  including  any  ordered  at  the  meeting  of  this 
Committee  held  to-day.” 
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Later,  November,  1920,  in  order  to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  ashpits 
it  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  offer  the  owner  of  any  house  in  which  there 
was  a  water  closet  and  as  ashpit  (fixed  receptacle)  a  grant  of  £\  if  he 
converted  the  ashpit  into  a  circular  pan. 

The  effect  of  this  assistance  by  the  Corporation  was  that  the 
number  of  these  insanitary  conveniences  converted  into  water  closets,  etc., 
were  more  than  double  the  number  converted  during  the  preceding  three 
years. 

The  conversions  of  privy  ashpits  and  privy  pans  into  water  closets 
and  ash  receptacles  were  : — 


Privies  and  Ashpits 

•••  •••  ••• 

125 

Privy  Pans 

•  *  •••  *  •  • 

62 

Total 

187 

This  work  was  done  in 

the  Wards  as  follows 

* 

Wards 

Privy  Ashpits 
converted  to  Water 

Closets  .and  Ashbins 

Privy  Pans 
converted  to  Water 
Closets  and  Ashbins 

North 

4 

17 

West 

22 

11 

Park... 

9 

15 

South-West 

29 

8 

South-East 

15 

•  •  •  i  *_/  •  •  • 

4 

Central 

36 

4 

North-East 

8 

— 

Seaton 

2 

3 

Total  125  Total  62 


In  five  instances  Dr.  Quines’  tipping  ashbins  were  provided  owing 
to  the  limited  space  available  in  the  yards.  In  one  case  a  rectangular  pan 
was  provided,  in  3  cases  the  ashpit  was  left,  and  in  the  remainder,  circular 
galvanized  bins  having  a  tight  fitting  cover  and  a  cubic  capacity  of  3.5  cubic 
feet  were  provided  for  ashes  and  refuse. 
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Two  additional  water  closets  were  provided  in  workshops,  in  addition 
to  the  above  conversions  mentioned. 


In  the  following  table  the  conversions  for  the  past  ten  years  is 
shown  •’ — 


Year 


Number  of  Conversions 


1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


125 

223 

724 

254 

79 

18 

8 

8 

76 

187 


SCAVENGING. 


On  the  whole  this  work  was  kept  well  up  to-date  despite  the 
difficulty  at  times  of  securing  the  necessary  labour. 


Cleansing  of  privy  ashpits  and  ordinary  ashpits  is  carried  out  once 
each  fortnight  while  the  emptying  of  privy  pans  and  ashbins  is  performed 
weekly. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  speed  up  the  cleansing  of  ashpits  so 
that  (for  the  time  they  must  exist)  they  be  emptied  weekly.  When  offensive 
material  is  allowed  to  accumulate,  within  a  few  days  after  cleansing  foul 
gasses  are  again  emitted  from  the  decomposing  material,  rats  are  attracted 
by  the  presence  of  food,  and  flies  are  encouraged  to  breed  in  the  filth.  Few 
of  these  privy  ashpits  have  floors  or  sides  impervious  to  water,  and  within 
a  short  time  the  ground  underneath  and  around  them  becomes  saturated 
liquid  filth.  Until  the  Borough  can  be  freed  from  this  menace  to  the  health 
of  its  occupants  privy  ashpits  and  ashpits  should  be  emptied  regularly  at  the 
shortest  intervals  possible. 
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PRIVY  PANS. 

Although  62  of  these  were  removed  during  the  year  there  still 
remained  748  in  the  Borough.  'They  can  never  prove  satisfactory  substitutes 
for  the  water  cioset,  even  when  perfect,  and  when  defective  they  are  a 
distinct  menace  to  the  public  health. 

DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  removal  of  this  material  is  effected  by  means  of  canvas  covered 
carts,  usually  to  the  destructor,  but  occasionally  to  a  tip  outside  the 
Borough  boundary. 


TABLE  4— REFUSE  COLLECTED  AND  DISPOSED  OF. 


Year  ended 

31st  December,  1920. 

NUMBER  OF 

LOADS 

COLLECTED. 

NUMBER  OF 
LOADS 
DESTROYED 

Month. 

Night 

Day 

Total 

Taken 

to 

Farms 

Taken 

to 

Destr. 

Sundry 

Total 

including 

Destr. 

January 

707 

1199 

1906 

636 

1270 

223 

1493 

February 

590 

1080 

1670 

502 

1168 

210 

1378 

March 

610 

1239 

1849 

503 

1346 

240 

1586 

April  ... 

532 

1079 

1611 

427 

1184 

238 

1422 

May  ... 

450 

1126 

1576 

368 

1208 

261 

1469 

June . 

533 

1037 

1570 

308 

1262 

262 

1524 

July  ...  . 

469 

949 

1418 

129 

1289 

291 

1580 

August 

469 

920 

1389 

92 

1297 

242 

1539 

September 

485 

952 

1437 

114 

1323 

246 

1569 

October 

471 

1029 

1500 

266 

1234 

267 

1501 

November 

556 

1190 

1746 

309 

1437 

266 

1703 

December 

548 

1313 

1861 

231 

1630 

316 

1946 

* 

— 

6420 

13113 

19533 

3885 

15648 

3062 

18710 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of  loads  of  refuse  deposited 
on  tips  is  decreasing,  as  in  the  past  these  depositions  of  rubbish  give  rise  to 
serious  cause  for  complaint. 

No  tipping  of  night  soil  or  other  house  refuse  should  be  permitted 
within  a  minimum  distance  of  half  a  mile  outside  the  Borough  boundary. 
Serious  danger  is  likely  to  arise  by  the  propagation  of  infectious  diseases 
owing  to  the  practice  of  depositing  this  material  near  to  dwelling  houses, 
while  the  breeding  of  flies,  rats  and  other  vermin  is  encouraged  thereby. 

CESSPOOLS. 

So  far  as  is  known  only  one  cesspool  exists  in  the  Borough,  that 
attached  to  the  Railway  Station  at  Seaton  Carew. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Inspections  were  made  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  5. 


Number. 


,017 

Visits  to  Dwelling  Houses,  Shops,  and  other 

189 

yy 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

39 

yy 

Bakehouses. 

32 

yy 

Idouses-let-in-lodgings. 

56 

yy 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

19 

yy 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

162 

yy 

Fish,  Fruit  and  Meatshops. 

7 

Drains 

tested  with  smoke. 

177 

yy 

,,  ,,  water. 

71 

yy 

examined. 

230  Complaints  received  attention. 
1,261  Informal  notices  served. 

336  Statutory  notices  served. 


premises. 


29 


Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with  are  given  below  : — 

TABLE  6. 


Drains  not  properly  trapped 

Number 

Reported 

21 

Number 

Remedied 

21 

,,  defective 

— 

. . .  — 

,,  stopped... 

83 

83 

Dirty  dwellings  and  workshops 

19 

19 

Defective  yard  pavements  ... 

84 

84 

,,  spouts  and  fallpipes 

408 

408 

,,  dwelling  house  roofs 

297 

297 

,,  and  dilapidated  dwellings 

12 

12 

,,  privies  and  ashpits,  &c.,  (con¬ 

verted  into  water  closets,  Ac.) 

196 

187 

Overcrowded  dwellings 

— 

— 

Dirty  and  defective  common  lodging  houses 

— 

— 

,,  ,,  bakehouses 

5 

5 

Defective  water  closets 

354 

354 

Accumulation  of  manure 

2 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept 

8 

8 

Defective  or  absent  dustpans 

31 

25 

,,  ashcloset  doors  ... 

256 

256 

Close  Polluted  Wells 

— 

— 

Dirty  rain  water  wells 

61 

61 

No  supply  of  drinking  water 

75 

75 

Other  nuisances... 

873 

819 

Total 

2,785 

2,716 

No  prosecutions  were  necessary  to  enforce  the  necessary  repairs  or 
removal  ot  nuisances. 

In  the  case  of  privy  ash  pits, ^converted  into  water  closets,  if  these  are 
considered  to  be  ‘  insufficient  ’  and  the  owner  fails  to  carry  out  the  work,  it 
is  effected  by  the  local  authority  and  the  owner  is  charged  with  the  cost. 
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PREMISES  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS. 


Number  and  character  of  such  premises 

Fried  Fish  Dealers 
Marine  Stores  ... 

Gut  Scrapers  ... 

Tripe  Boilers  ... 

Tallow  Melters 
Bone  Boilers  ... 

Common  Lodging  Houses... 

Registered  Houses  Let-in-Lodgings  ... 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
Slaughter  Houses 


Number. 

51 

6 

2 

4 

5 
1 

11 

22 

73 

1 


Offensive  Trades’  in 


West  Hartlepool  became  subject  to  bye-laws 


in  July,  1917. 


Periodical  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  offensive  trades  were 
carried  on,  but  there  were  no  serious  contraventions  requiring  legal 
proceedings. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  11  of  these  houses  on  the 
the  Register,  compared  with  12  houses  in  the  previous  year. 

No  new  premises  were  opened  during  1920,  and  one  house  was 
closed.  8  of  the  houses  are  registered  under  Section  69  (2)  of  the  Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907.  The  houses  were  well  kept,  and  there 
was  no  necessity  for  proceedings  for  infringement  of  the  Bye-laws. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ‘  houses  ’  with  the  number  of 
rooms,  &c.  :  — 


Situation 

Registered  No 
of  Lodgers. 

No.  of 
Rooms 

18,  Rokeby  Street 

18 

6 

138,  Burbank  Street 

33 

8 

23,  St.  John  Street 

18 

5 

7,  Tennant  Street 

30 

8 

3,  Redworth  Street 

17 

3 

16,  Mainsforth  Terrace 

56 

23 

2,  Edward  Street 

22 

4 

29,  George  Street 

11 

3 

“Albion  Chambers,”  George  Street  69 

7 

26,  George  Street 

6 

2 

15,  Mainsforth  Terrace 

20 

7 

Total 

300 

76 

HOUSES  LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  is  a  large  number  of  houses  of  this  description  in  the  Borough, 
probably  between  1,000  and  2,000,  but  only  22  are  registered.  Many  of  the 
houses  are  well  furnished  and  are  kept  clean  and  satisfactory. 

There  are,  however,  about  100  houses  where  each  room  is  let  to  a 
‘separate’  tenant,  which  require  close  supervision.  These  houses  provide  so 
called  ‘furnished  rooms,’  and  for  their  use  a  high  rental  is  charged,  though  the 
furnishings  may  consist  only  of  a  table  and  one  or  two  chairs. 

The  only  method  of  dealing  with  these  houses  at  present  is  by  means 
of  the  West  Hartlepool  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1870,  which 
requires  that  the  occupier  of  the  premises  shall  keep  the  certificate  of 
registration  and  shall  be  responsible  for  overcrowding,  etc. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  as  these  tenants  move  from  week  to  week 
and  as  a  fresh  certificate  of  registration  is  required  for  each  new  tenant 
it  is  impossible  to  keep  pace  with  the  certificates  required,  or  to  deal 
adequately  with  the  offences  arising. 
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Bye-laws  after  the  Draft  Model  Bye-laws  (Section  26,  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1919)  are  urgently  required  to  enable  the  present  staff 
of  two  Inspectors  to  deal  with  this  tpye  of  house. 

The  number  of  inspections  paid  to  these  house  was  32. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  private  Slaughter  Houses  in  West  Hartlepool.  All 
meat  killed  in  the  Borough  is  inspected  at  the  public  abbatoir. 

It  is  regretable  that  importation  of  meat  from  private  slaughter 

i 

houses  situated  just  outside  the  borough  boundary  cannot  be  prevented,  or 
the  meat  subjected  to  inspection  before  being  exposed  for  sale. 

UNDERGROUND  SLEEPING  ROOMS. 

There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  which  require  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

OTHER  SANITARY  CONDITIONS  REQUIRING  NOTICE. 
Overcrowding  still  exists  in  certain  areas  in  the  borough. 

VENTILATION  OF  PICTURE  HOUSES. 

<w- 

it  is  hoped  this  is  a  matter  whic&will  receive  earnest  consideration 

/w 

before  licences  are  again  renewed. 

The  ventilation  of  some  of  these  premises  in  the  borough  is  so 
insufficient  as  to  constitute  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the  audience, 
etc. 

It  is  intended  that  the  Licensing  Authority  will  be  reminded  of 
Circular  120  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of 
Theatres,  etc.,  before  licences  are  again  renewed. 

PREPARATION  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

This  commodity  continues  to  be  produced  under  conditions  far  from 
satisfactory,  Power  to  make  regulations  governing  the  manufacture  of  Ice 
Cream  is  available  under  the  Public  Health  Regulations  as  to  Food,  1907. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  mixed  department  of  the  Seaton  School  was  closed  from  22nd 
of  March  until  April  13th,  and  the  infants  department  from  March  22nd  until 
May  10th,  because  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  Besides  the  inspections 
of  school  buildings  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  other  inspections  are 
made  at  intervals  by  the  Building  Inspector. 

Full  particulars  of  Medical  Inspections,  etc.,  in  the  Schools,  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

i 

FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  two  cowsheds  in  the  Borough,  which  accommodate  on  an 
average  33  cows.  The  milk  consumed  in  the  Borough,  apart  from  that 
produced  locally,  comes  from  as  far  away  as  Staffordshire.  The  result  of 
sending  milk  long  distances  is  that  it  frequently  is  sour  when  delivered,  owing 
to  the  delay  and  churning  in  transit,  and  when  sour  it  must  be  considered  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

WHOLESOMENESS  OF  THE  MILK. 

During  the  year,  52  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  of 
these  34  were  genuine  and  18  were  adulterated  or  below  stardard. 

In  the  case  of  5  samples  of  milk  taken  from  ‘‘retailers”  “appeal 
to  the  cow  samples”  were  also  taken. 

On  the  whole  the  standard  of  the  milk  samples  taken  was  higher 
than  for  the  previous  year,  but  more  encouragement  by  the  local  Justices 
requires  to  be  given  the  officials  responsible  for  “sampling.”  The  penalty 
for  watering  milk  or  for  abstracting  fat  could  be  made  more  of  a  deterrent 
than  it  has  been  up  to  the  present  time,  and  representation  accordingly 
"should  again  be  made  to  the  ‘‘  Bench.” 
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In  the  following  table  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  those  samples 
of  milk  adulterated  or  below  standard,  are  given 

TABLE  7. 


Number 

of 

Sample 

Article 

Result  of  Analysis. 

706 

Milk 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  addition  of 
4.70%  of  water  &  deficient 
in  fat  to  the  extent  of  5'7% 

707 

55  ... 

Below  Standard 

711 

55  ... 

do.  do. 

714 

55  .  .  . 

do.  do. 

717 

55  *  '  • 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
corresponding  to  an  add¬ 
ition  of  12.70%  of  water... 

718 

55  •  *  • 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
corresponding  to  an  addi¬ 
tion  of  5.35%  of  water  ... 

719 

55 

Below  Standard 

720 

55  *  *  * 

do.  do. 

727 

55  *  *  * 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  an  addition  of 
5.18%  of  water 

736 

j>  ... 

Below  standard 

743 

55  •  •  • 

do,  do, 

754 

55  «  «  * 

do,  do, 

Remarks. 


Vendor  cautioned. 


do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

No  action  taken 


Proceedings  instituted 
fined  £\[). 


Proceedings  instituted 
fined  i  10. 

(Costs  £3  3s.  Od.)  > 
No  action  taken 
do.  do. 

"Appeal  to  Cow”  sample 
from  farm  samples  717  & 
718  (see  “Appeal  to  Cow” 
Samples  727 — 8 — 9) 

No  action  taken 


do, 

do. 

do. 

do, 

Same  Vendor 
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'l^BLE  7. — (Continued) 


Number 

of 

Sample 

Article 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Remarks. 

755 

55  •  •  • 

] 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  an  addition  of 
7.6 5%  of  water 

Vendor  cautioned 

756 

5  5  *  *  • 

Below  Standard 

No  action  taken 

789 

55  •  '  * 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
to  an  extent  which  corres¬ 
ponds  to  the  addition  of 
8.24%  of  water 

Sample  from  farmer  taken 
(see  800) 

794 

55  •  *  * 

Below  standard 

No  action  taken 

800 

55  *  •  * 

Calculated  addition  of  water 
on  non-fatty  solids  is  6.70% 

Farmer’s  milk  (see  789) 
Vendor  cautioned 

812 

55  *  *  * 

Deficient  in  non-fatty  solids 
which  corresponds  to  the 
presence  of  2.0%  of  water 

No  action  taken 
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TABLE  8,— “APPEAL  TO  THE  COW”  SAMPLES. 


Number 

Composition  of  “Appeal 
to  the  Cow  ”  sample. 

Composition  of  Retailer's 
Sample 

of 

-  Sample 

Non-fatty 

solids 

Fat 

No. 

Non-fatty 

Solids 

Fat. 

Remarks 

727 

8.06% 

3.55% 

717 

7.42% 

4.32% 

727  morning’s  milk.  When 
Inspector  arrived  at  farm 
he  found  that  half  of  herd 
had  been  milked.  See  729 

728 

8.53% 

5.20% 

Afternoon’s  milk’  (No.  728) 

729 

8.67% 

3.50% 

oo 

r— H 

8.03% 

3.01% 

729mornings  milk, 727-728- 
729  were  all  taken  from  the 
same  herd.  Nos.  717-718 
were  taken  from  farmer 
in  course  of  delivery 
Proceedings  were  taken 
against  farmer.  See  Table 
7,  samples  717-718. 

766 

8.68% 

4.90%  \ 

766  Afternoon’s  milk. 

767 

8.93% 

3.65%  \ 

755 

7.85% 

3.48% 

767  Morning’s  milk. 
Samples  766-767  were 
taken  from  same  herd. 

768 

8.91% 

4.25%  / 

1 

\ 

768  Morning’s  milk.  The 
farmer  from  whose  herd 
this  sample  was  taken 
delivered  milk  into  the 
Borough  from  his  own 
cows  and  also  on  behalf  of 
the  farmer  from  whose 
herd  766  &  767  were  taken 
and  as  the  Analyst  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  retail¬ 
er’s  sample  No.  755  had 
been  interfered  with,  it  was 
decided  to  take  “  Appeal 
to  the  Cow  ”  samples  from 
both  herds. 

801 

8.64% 

4,20% 

y 

789 

800 

7.80% 

7.93% 

3.84% 

3.75% 

801  Afternoon’s  milk,  789 
was  taken  from  the  retailer 
and  800  from  the  farmer 
in  course  of  delivery. 

37 


MARGARINE. 

Six  samples  of  Margarine  were  taken,  and  in  all  cases  the  sample 
was  delivered  to  the  purchaser  in  the  required  wrapper  labelled  according 
to  the  Act. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDERS. 

There  are  53  milkshops,  17  purveyors  of  milk,  and  2  cowsheds. 
To  these  19  visits  were  paid. 

4  milkshops,  2  purveyors  and  1  cowshed  ceased  to  sell  milk  and 
were  removed  from  the  Register  and  4  milkshops  and  1  purveyor  were 
registered. 

TUBERCULOUS  MILK. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  to  determine  the  presence  of 
Tubercle  Bacilli  for  the  reason  that  no  action  is  possible  at  the  present 
time  under  existing  legislation. 

It  is  urgently  necessary  that  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1914,  with¬ 
drawn  as  a  war  measure,  and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915, 
be  made  operative  at  once.  This  will  be  better  appreciated  when  it  is 
known  there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  believing  that  40%  of  all  cases  of 
tuberculosis  are  due  to  infection  from  cows  through  the  medium  of  milk. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912-1917. 

52  samples  of  milk  (including  7  “Appeal  to  Cow”  samples)  and 
one  sample  of  cream  were  taken  for  analysis  and  were  certified  to  be 
free  from  preservative. 

“THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  MILK  (MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN)  ORDER,  1919.” 

This  Order  dated  22nd  December.  1919,  rescinded  the  Loeal 
Authorities  (Food  Control)  Order  (No.  1)  1918,  under  which  the  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918,  was  made. 
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As  set  out  in  Circular  65 — 

1.  The  Order  relates  to  milk  only  and  not  to  food. 

2.  The  power  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  require  Local 

Authorities  to  make  arrangements  for  the  supply  of 
milk  has  been  omitted. 

3.  Local  Authorities  are  empowered  to  supply  milk  free  or  at 

less  than  cost  price  not  merely  in  necessitous  cases  but 
also  where  such  a  supply  is  necessary  because  of  the 
retail  price  of  milk  in  any  area. 

4.  The  quantity  of  milk  to  be  supplied  is  prescribed  by  the 

new  Order. 


The  new  Order  therefore  empowers  Local  Authorities  to  supply 
milk  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children,  without  previously 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (as  is  required  under  the  1918 
Act)  free  or  under  cost  price  if  it  is  certified  to  be  necessary  by  reason  of 
the  retail  price  of  milk  in  its  district. 


In  March,  1921,  the  foregoing  Order  was  rescinded  by  the  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Recession  Order,  1921. 

4,405  pints  of  milk  were  given  gratis  at  a  cost  of  ^86  15s.  6d. 


337  lbs.  dried  milk  were  given  free  of  charge,  and  a  considerable 
amount  was  disposed  of  at  a  non-profit  figure.  Milk  is  only  sold  or  given  to 
mothers  bringing  their  children  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 


Sixteen  nursing  or  expectant  mothers  were  supplied  with  203  dinners 

at  a  cost  of  £ 6  15s.  4d.  These  dinners  are  supplied  only  at  the  Food 

Kitchen.  A  room  has  been  furnished  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  these 

mothers  to  have  their  meal  on  the  premises.  Dinners  are  provided  free 

CM  * 

for  mothers  unless^Etfifc  consumed  on  the  premises. 
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OTHER  FOODS. 


To  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale, 
162  visits  were  paid. 

Below  is  given  the  articles  of  food  that  were  destroyed  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption  : — 


228  lbs.  Meat 

247  lbs.  Imported  Meat 

78  lbs.  Mutton 

] 

290  lbs.  Frozen  Mutton 
15  Carcasses  Mutton 
1,825  lbs.  Beef,  Mutton  &  Sundries 
11  Frozen  Chickens 
21  lbs.  Bacon 
26i  lbs.  Ham 

6  tins  Pork  Brawns 
104  lbs.  Pork  Pies 

SANITARY  CONDITION 


5  lbs.  Sausage 
2  barrels  Herrings 
5  tins  Salmon 
1  box  Dates 
40  tins  Milk 

1  tin  Apples 
83  tins  Tomatoes 

2  ,,  Pineapple  Chunks 

1  tin  Tongue 

1  „  Syrup 

2  ,,  Fruit 

OF  SUCH  PREMISES. 

Notices  to  cleanse  and 


The  premises  were  generally  satisfactory, 
limewash  were  required  in  a  few  cases. 


INADEQUACY  OF  PRESENT  POWERS. 

Food  stuffs  are  stored  and  prepared  in  premises  which  are  altogether 
unsuitable  for  the  purpose.  Ice  cream  is  made  in  coal  houses,  wash-houses, 
sheds,  etc.,  and  it  has  been  discovered  stored  in  sculleries,  bedrooms  and 
wash-houses.  Sausages,  meat  pies,  brawn,  etc.,  have  been  found  in 
process  of  manufacture  in  lean-to-sheds  in  small  back-yards.  It  is  easy 
to  suspect,  but  difficult  to  prove  that  such  food  materials  are  diseased, 
unwholesome  or  unsound.  It  should  be  for  the  local  authority  to  determine 
what  constitutes  premises  suitable  for  these  purposes  and  powers  are 
required  accordingly. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  47  of  these  houses. 

39  visits  have  been  paid  to  them.  Cases  were  found  in  which  it 
was  considered  desirable  that  more  attention  be  paid  to  cleanliness.  The 
necessary  improvements  were  obtained  without  delay.  Five  written  notices 
were  served  requiring  lime-washing  to  be  carried  out.  In  two  instances 
better  ventilation  was  secured  by  provision  of  proper  flues  to  gas  ovens. 

There  are  now  three  underground  bakehouses  in  the  Borough,  the 
use  of  one  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 

MEAT  INSPECTIONS. 

Meat  killed  outside  of  the  Borough  and  sent  into  the  town  for  sale 

CKl 

constitutes  the  greatest  danger  in  this  respect  in  which  ms  staff  is  called 
upon  to  deal. 

DISEASE  IN  MEAT. 

At  the  Abbatoir,  the  following  animals  examined  were  condemned 
and  destroyed 

1  Beast  brought  in  dead. 

95  Beasts  with  diseased  organs  or  local  disease  (apart  from 

Tuberculosis)  had  the  affected  parts  destroved. 

.  At  . 

4  Pigs  (2  burnt  alive,  1  improperly  bled,  and  1  decomposidfc* ). 

21  ,,  with  local  disease  had  the  affected  parts  destroyed. 

3  Sheep  ( 1  suffocated  on  railway,  1  dead  in  truck,  and  1  dead  in  pen). 

6  ,,  with  local  disease  had  the  affected  parts  destroyed. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIR. 

All  of  the  animals  killed  in  the  Borough  are  slaughtered  at  the 
Abattoir  they  are  subjected  to  careful  inspection  by  the  superintendent 
followed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  his  deputy.  There  are  no 
private  slaughterhouses  in  West  Harttepool.  Unfortunately  it  is  an  easy 
matter  for  beasts  killed  on  private  premises  in  Hartlepool  or  the  surrounding 
district  to  be  sent  into  this  Borough. 
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ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  INSPECTION. 

It  is  pointed  out  to  users  of  the  Abattoir  that  failure  of  the  owner 
of  the  animal  to  notify  obvious  disease  renders  him  liable  to  proceedings 
(Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sect.  116).  During  the  year  the  butchers  have 
worked  harmoniously  with  the  Inspectors  and  assisted  them  in  detecting 
disease. 


In  two  instances  action  was  necessary  under  Section  117  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875,  (diseased  meat  was  seized  and  destroyed),  but 
further  proceedings  were  not  considered  necessary. 


In  the  following  table  is 

shown  the 

Carcases 

and 

parts  thereof 

condemned  for  Tuberculosis  :  — 

Carcases 

Portions  of 
Carcases 

Beasts 

1 

77 

Pigs 

2 

2 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the 

animals 

slaughtered  at  the 

Abattoir  during  the  past  5  years 

Animals  Slaughtered  1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

Beasts  ...  4,430 

4,774 

3,120 

3,407 

3,527 

Sheep  and  Lambs  12,466 

6,721 

14,213 

14,803 

7,815 

Calves  ...  180 

299 

24 

135 

428 

Pigs  ...  6,285 

4,954 

959 

2,704 

3,527 

SALE  OF  FOOD 

AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was 

126,  and 

of  these  20  were 

adulterated  or  below  standard,  and 

the  remaining  106 

were  genuine. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  : — 

TABLE  9. 

Article  Number 

Taken 

Genuine 

Doubtful 

Adulterated 
or  below 
Standard 

Milk  ...  ...  52 

34 

— 

•  •  • 

48 

Margarine  ...  ...  6 

6 

— 

•  •  • 

— 

Whiskey  ...  ...  7 

7 

— 

•  •  • 

— 

Rum  ...  ...  2 

2 

— 

•  .  • 

— 

Gin  ...  ...  1 

1 

— 

•  •  • 

— 

Brandy  ...  ...  1 

1 

— 

•  •  • 

— 
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TABLE  9. — Continued. 


Article 

Cheese 

Number 

Taken 

4 

Genuine 

3 

Doubtful 

Adulterated 
or  below 
Standard 

1 

Butter 

16 

15 

— 

1 

Lard 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Yeast 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

Treacle 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tartaric  Acid 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Cream 

1 

1 

— 

— 

T  ea  ...  ... 

3 

3 

- — 

— 

Beer 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sweet  Spirits  of  Nitre... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Tincture  of  Rhubarb  ... 

1 

1 

- — 

— 

Saccharine  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Gregory  Powder 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Sweets 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sausages  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dripping  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Potted  Meat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Dried  Milk 

2 

2 

■ — - 

— 

Ginger  Wine 

1 

1 

— 

. . . 

‘0.17 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sugar 

1 

1 

— 

Bread. 

2 

2 

— 

— • 

Mincemeat... 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

Total 

126 

106 

— 

20 

SUMMARY  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN. 


First  Quarter 
Second  Quarter 
Third  Quarter 
Fourth  Quarter 


Number  of  Samples 


26 

35 

28 

37 


126 
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In  addition  to  the  18  samples  of  milk  found  to  be  adulterated  or 
below  standard  (table  7),  the  following  articles  were  not  genuine:^— 


No.  of 

Sample 

Article 

Result  of  Analysis 

Remarks 

708 

Butter 

Certified  to  contain  excess  water  to 
the  extent  of  6.13% 

Proceedings 
instituted. 
Fined  £\. 

725 

Cheese 

Contains  52%  of  water  &  7.27  of  fat. 
Sample  not  correctly  described  as 
‘  Cheese  ”  since  it  is  not  made  from 
whole  milk  but  skimmed  milk  & 
should  be  described  as  ‘  Skimmed 
Milk  Cheese.” 

Proceedings 
instituted. 
Case  dismissed. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  notifications  were  received  :  — 


No.  of 

Disease  Cases  Notified 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  ...  62 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  8 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dysentry  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  91 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  77 


Total 


701 
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The  cases  in  the  following  table,  not  being  compulsorily  notifiable 


were  reported  through  the  Education  Office  : — 

Measles 
Chicken  Pox 
Whooping  Cough 
Mumps 

Total 


Number  of  Cases 

143 

22 

“  61 

1 


227 


The  deaths  from  the  more  important  infectious  diesases  during 
the  past  3  years  is  given  in  the  next  table  : — 


Disease 

1918 

No.  of  Deaths 

1919 

No.  of  Deaths  No. 

1920 

of  Deaths 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

57 

2 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

17 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

5 

16 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

9 

7 

6 

Influenza  ... 

251 

96 

38 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

75 

70 

55 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  31 

25 

33 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

69 

16 

21 

ZYMOTIC 

DEATH 

PATE. 

The  7  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  yielded  66  deaths,  as  follows  : — 


Small  Pox 

•  •  • 

No.  of  Deaths 

•  •  • 

Typhoid  Fever 

•  •  • 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

19 

Diphtheria 

•  •  • 

6 

Measles 

•  •  • 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

•  •  • 

16 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

21 

Total 

66 

This  number  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  .94  per  1.000  of  the 
population,  as  compared  with  .68  per  1,000  in  1919  and  2.5  in  1918. 
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SMALL  POX. 

As  there  were  no  cases  of  Small-Pox  in  the  Borough,  vaccination 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small-Pox 
Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  was  not  necessary,  and'no  primary  vaccinations 
or  re-vaccinations  were  performed  by  him. 

VACCINATION. 


To  Mr.  Nicholson,  Vaccination  Officer, 

following  figures : — 

I  am  indebted 

Births  Registered 

...  2,170 

Successfully  Vaccinated 

...  1,326 

Conscientious  Objectors 

568 

Died  Un vaccinated  ... 

138 

Insusceptible 

3 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate 

6$ 

Removed  to  other  Districts 

18 

Lost  sight  of 

14 

Still  under  Notice 

35 

It  will  be  seen  that  568  of  the  total  children  born  were  excused 
vaccination  because  of  the  conscientious  objections  of  their  parents.  This 
figure  is  equivalent  to  26.1%  of  the  total  births,  the  figure  for  1919  was 
20.3 7°,  for  1918,  25.9 °/°  and  for  1917,  24.77°.  The  number  of  infants  un¬ 
vaccinated  during  1920  is  therefore  the  largest  of  which  we  have  any  record. 
No  doubt  the  figure  for  1919  was  the  most  satisfactory  because  of  the 
occurrence  of  a  few  cases  of  the  disease  in  the  neighbouring  borough,  but 
should  the  infection  be  introduced  into  West  Hartlepool,  an  ever  present 
danger  in  all  sea-port  towns,  it  may  be  too  late  to  take  advantage  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  vaccination. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  5,  two  of  which  were  treated  in  the 

44U<u 

Port  Sanitary  Hospital.  I  wo  patients  died^one  was  nursed  at  home,  and 
the  other  in  the  Fever  Hospital. 
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In  no  instance  was  the  infection  ascribed  to  shell-fish.  In  the  case 
of  a  ship’s  fireman  water  from  a  river  abroad  was  alleged  to  be  the  probable 

source  of  infection.  The  other  4  cases  gave  no  indication  where  the  disease 
had  been  contracted. 

The  cases  occurred  in  the  following  Wards 

North  Park  South-West  South-East  North-East  Total 

1  11115 


The  monthly  incidence  of  the  disease  was  as  follows : — 


January 

June 

September 

December 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 

The  number  of  cases,  together  with  the  deaths 

and  death  rates  in 

West  Hartlepool  an 

d  in  E 

ngland  and  Wales 

is  shown  in 

the  next  table  for 

the  past  5  years : — 

WEST 

HARTLEPOOL 

Death  Rate 

Year  Number 

of  Cases 

Deaths 

Death  Rate 

England  &  Wales 

1916 

8 

6 

.09 

.03 

1917 

— 

— 

— 

.03 

1918 

5 

1 

.01 

.03 

1919 

4 

1 

.01 

.01 

1920 

5 

2 

.02 

'01 

The  conservancy  method  of  sewage  disposal  (privy  pans  and  privy 
ashpits)  is  a  serious  menace  to  health  at  all  times,  but  more  especially 
when  a  case  of  this  disease  occurs.  Privy  pans  often  leak  or  are  spilled, 
while  privy  ashpits  require  to  be  emptied  into  the  back  street  and  in  each 
case  if  the  infection  is  present  it  is  liable  to  be  spread. 

The  use  of  night-soil  as  a  fertilizer  on  ground  from  which  the 
materials  grown  are  eaten  raw  (lettuce,  radishes,  &c.)  is  also  one  method 
by  which  this  disease  can  be  disseminated. 
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SCARLET  FEVER. 

21.3  Cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  506  ini  1919  and  1 1 7 
in  1918.  In  no  case  was  it  discovered  that  the  disease  was  being  spread 
from  the  Schools,  although  each  case  notified  was  carefully  investigated. 
There  was  no  evidence  found  of  milk  borne  disease. 

The  deaths  numbered  2,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  .9,  the  rate  for 
the  previous  year  was  3.3. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .02,  that  for 
England  and  Wales  was  .04. 


The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  and  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 


North 

West. 

Park.  S. 

West.  S.  East.  Central. 

N.East.  Seaton. 

Trans¬ 

ferable 

Deaths 

Total. 

No.  of  Cases  32 

28 

32 

30  30  28 

25  8 

— 

213 

Deaths  — 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

— _  — 

1 

2 

The  ages, 

etc., 

of  the 

patients  notified,  was  as  follows 

; - 

Age 

Number  of  Cases 

Number  of  Deaths 

Under  1 

year 

1 

— 

1  to 

2  years 

3 

— 

2  to 

3 

8 

— 

3  to 

4 

99 

6 

. . .  — 

4  to 

5 

j> 

.14 

1 

5  to 

10 

99 

105 

— 

10  to 

15 

9  9 

55 

1 

Over 

15 

99 

21 

— 

Total 

213 

2 

91  Patients  (or  42.7%  of  the  total  cases  notified)  received 
Institutional  treatment  in  the  Port  Sanitary  Insfectious  Diseases  Hospital. 
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The  accommodation  at  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  where  all  cases 
of  Infectious  Diseases  sent  from  this  Borough  are  treated  still  consists  of 
approximately  52  beds — a  number  totally  inadequate  for  the  requirements 
of  the  population  (100,000)  depending  upon  that  institution. 

After  the  91  patients  who  received  treatment  in  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  were  returned  cured,  3  other  cases  of  the  disease  occurred 
in  their  homes,  thus  giving  3  “  return  ”  cases.  Of  these  “  return  ”  cases 
two  occurred  in  one  house,  where  the  first  child  sent  home  from  hospital 
was  said  by  the  mother  to  have  had  running  ears  when  discharged.  No 
cause  was  found  in  the  other  “  return  ”  case. 

29  “  secondary  ”  cases  occurred  in  19  different  houses.  In  12  of 
these  19  families  the  first  patient  was  nursed  at  home  :  in  7  instances  the 
first  patient  had  been  removed  to  hospital. 

Of  the  29  “  secondary  ”  cases,  16  were  nursed  at  home  and  13  were 
removed  to  hospital. 

When  making  enquiries  into  these  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  7 
“  missed  ”  cases  of  the  disease  were  discovered  by  the  staff. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

The  notified  cases  of  this  disease  were  55,  as  compared  with  31 
for  1919  and  31  for  1918. 

There  were  6  deaths  amongst  these  patients,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  10.9.  The  rates  for  the  two  previous  years  were  22.5  and  29.03 
respectively. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  .08. 

The  cases  and  deaths  in  the  Wards  were  as  follows  : — 

Ttfins 

North,  Westi  Park,  ^  West  8,  East,  Central.  N.  East’  Seaton,  ferabla  Total, 

Deaths 

Cases  5  11  10  10  4  4  5  6  —  55 

Deaths  —  112  1  ~~  —  1 
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The  ages  and  age  at  death  of  the  persons  attacked  with  this 


disease,  were  : — 


Age 

Under 

1  year 

No.  of  Cases 

2 

1  to 

2 

years 

2 

2  to 

3 

n 

5 

3  to 

4 

n 

1 

4  to 

5 

>5 

3 

5  to 

10 

n 

23 

10  to 

15 

V 

8 

15  years 

and  upwards  1 1 

Deaths 


1 

3 


2 


Percentage  of  Deaths 
to  Cases 


50% 

60% 


8.7% 


Total  ...  55  6 


10.9% 


Of  the  total  patients,  10  were  removed  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital, 
and  of  these,  1  died.  5  deaths  occurred  amongst  the  patients  nursed  at 
home. 

264,000  units,  or  132  phials  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  were  given  out 
to  the  doctors,  an  equivalent  of  4,800  units  per  patient.  68  of  these  phials 
were  given  free  to  the  doctors,  and  64  phials  were  paid  for. 

The  danger  of  small  doses  of  antitoxin  have  been  referred  to  in 
previous  reports,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  while  the  dose  of 
antitoxin  was  practically  double  that  given  during  1919,  the  death  rate 
from  the  disease  is  less  than  half  of  that  for  1919. 

The  swabs  examined  in  the  Health  Department  from  suspected 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  were  58,  and  of  these  43  were  negative  and  15 
positive. 

There  were  7  4  secondary  ’  cases  of  this  disease,  and  no  c  return  ’ 

cases. 


MEASLES  AND  GERMAN  MEASLES. 


The  obligation  to  notify  cases  of  these  diseases  under  an  order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  (27  Nov*,  1915),  was  rescinded  by  a  further 
order  on  the  27  November,  1919.  It  is  pointed  out  in  the  Circular  (35), 
that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  to  impose  any  check  on  the 
action  which  the  local  Authority  can  take  to  combat  the  mortality  from 
measles.  On  the  contrary  it  still  leaves  the  Authority  free  to  organise 
various  methods  of  combating  and  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 
Compulsory  notification  can  still  be  continued  in  any  area  by  sanction  of 
the  Ministry. 

After  December,  1919,  the  only  cases  notified  to  this  Department, 
were  those  from  the  Education  Authority  and  cases  discovered  by  the 
Health  Visitors.  These  numbered  143. 

The  deaths  from  Measles  were  19,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of  13.2 °/° 
and  a  death  rate  of  .27  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  .19. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Wards 

North  West  Park  S.West  S.East  Central  N.East  Seaton  Total 

4  1  1  —  5  2  3  3  19 

The  ages  at  which  these  patients  died  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  1  and  2  and  3  and  4  and  5  and 

1  year  under  2  under  3  under  4  under  5  under  10  Total 

2  8  2  4  1  2  19 

5  deaths  occurred  in  February,  8  in  March,  4  in  April  and  2  in  May. 

The  practical  measures  for  the  prevention  of  Measles  advised  by 
the  Ministry  and  set  out  at  length  in  my  previous  report  are  still  being 
carried  out  in  the  Borough, 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  treatment  at  a  Home^t  Children 
convalescent  from  Measles  have  fallen  through  owing  to  the  age  limit.  This 
treatment  is  only  available  for  children  up  to  5  years  of  age  and  children 
below  this  age  are  debarred  from  going  to  the  Elwick  Homes, 


51 


DIARRHCEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

21  children  under  2  years  of  age  died  from  these  diseases. 

The  deaths  from  these  causes  for  the  past  5  years  are 

Year  No.  of  Deaths. 

1916  ...  21 

1917  ...  13 

1918  ...  69 

1919  ...  16 

1920  ...  21 

The  monthly  incidence  of  the  deaths,  is  as  follows  : — 

January  May  June  July  August  September  October  November  December  Total 

1  2  3  1  2  8  2  1  1  21 

The  maximum  number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  month  when 
flies  were  most  numerous.  So  long  as  breeding  places — privy  pans,  privy 
ashpits,  and  open  manure  receptacles  are  allowed  to  continue  so  will 
deaths  occur  from  summer  diarrhoea. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

This  disease  is  not  compulsorily  notifiable  by  the  medical  practi¬ 
tioners.  The  Education  Authority  reported  61  cases. 

There  were  16  deaths  equal  to  a  mortality  rate  of  26.2%  and  a 
death  rate  of  .22  per  1,000,  per  annum. 

The  mortality  for  the  past  5  years,  is  shown  below  : — 

Years  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920 

Deaths  8  2  5  5  16 

All  cases  of  this  disease  are  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor.  If  a 
doctor  is  in  attendance,  visits  are  discontinued  by  the  nurse.  If  there  is 
no  doctor  treating  the  patient  every  assistance  both  in  nursing  and  treatment 
is  given.  That  such  help  is  appreciated  by  parents  and  patients  is  evident 
not  only  from  the  thanks  given,  but  also  from  the  number  of  occasions  on 
which  their  assistance  is  sought. 
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The  ages  at  which  these  patients  died  was  : — 

Under 

Age  1  year  1-2  2-3  Total 

Deaths  ...  9  5  2  16 

ERYSIPELAS. 

The  number  of  notifications  of  this  disease  was  23. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

North  West  Park  S.West  S.East  Central  N.East  Seaton  Total 

5  15  5  14.1  1  23 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  2,  one  of  whom  died  giving  a 
mortality  rate  of  50°/°  and  a  death  rate  of  .01  per  1,000,  per  annum.  In 
addition,  2  other  cases  were  first  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease, 
in  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  changed  to  Tuberculosis  and  in  the  other, 
after  bacteriological  examination,  the  notification  was  cancelled. 

The  particulars  relating  to  the  two  cases  are  as  follows : — 

(a)  Male,  9  months,  Park  Ward,  notified  24/8/20,  and  died  2/9/20 

in  Workhouse  Infirmary.  There  was  no  known  source  of 
infection.  Father  had  been  in  army.  Very  delicate  child. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  fluid,  positive. 

(b)  Male,  16  years,  West  Ward,  notified  4/10/20,  removed  to  Work- 

house  Infirmary,  7/10/20,  discharged  apparently  cured 
30/11/20.  There  was  no  known  source  of  infection. 
Bacteriological  examination  of  fluid,  negative. 

The  negative  results  of  bacteriological  examination  in  the  latter 
case,  at  least  indicate  that  the  diagnosis  was  in  doubt. 

A  supply  of  Serum  (Gordon  type  2)  is  kept  for  the  use  of 
doctors  requiring  it. 

The  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  fluid  from  these  patients 
is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Laws  of  Newcastle. 
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ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS. 

There  was  one  case  of  this  disease  notified.  This  patient,  a  girl, 
age  2  years,  was  notified  on  13/7/20,  and  died  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica 
on  7/9/20. 

ENCEPHALITIS  LETHARGICA. 

The  notified  cases  numbered  3 — all  of  whom  died. 

The  particulars  in  each  case  are  as  follows  : — 

*  i 

(a)  Patient  was  a  Norwegian  Seaman,  age  22  years,  notified  1/4/20, 

admitted  to  Cameron  Hospital  from  Norwegian  Steamer  on 
2/2/20,  and  died  in  Cameron  Hospital  on  2/4/20.  Lumbar 
Puncture  performed,  result— slide  shews  no  organisms ; 
Culture  shews  diphtheriod  bacilli. 

(b)  Female,  2  years,  notified  7/9/20,  died  7/9/20.  This  patient  was 

notified  as  suffering  from  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

(c)  Male,  69  years,  notified  15/12/20,  died  16/12/20. 

POLIOENCEPHALITIS. 

No  cases  notified. 


INFLUENZA. 

This  disease  of  which  there  was  a  wave  in  1919  still  gave  rise 
to  sporadic  cases  during  the  earlier  months  of  the  year.  In  the  latter  end 
of  April  and  in  May  the  epidemic  attained  its  maximum  and  in  the  two 
months  caused  22  deaths. 

The  total  deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  38,  equal  to  3.7%,  of 
the  total  deaths,  and  a  death  rate  of  .54  per  1,000  per  annum  but  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  during  the  time  when  Influenza 
was  rife,  the  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  increased  considerably 
in  number — as  was  to  be  expected. 
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The  months'  in  which  the  deaths  from  Influenza  took  place  are 
given  below  with  the  number  of  deaths  : — 

January  March  April  May  June  July  September  November  December  Total 

3  2  7  16  3  1  1  2  3  38 

MALARIA. 

Three  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Two  of  the  cases  were 
discharged  or  demobilized  soldiers  who  had  contracted  it  abroad,  and  the 
other  was  a  merchant  seaman,  in  whom  the  disease  had  also  been  contracted 
out  of  England. 

No  indigenous  cases  of  this  disease  were  reported. 

DYSENTERY. 

Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  and  of  these  particulars 
were  obtained  as  follows 

(a)  Male,  41  years.  Ex-soldier  served  in  France.  Full  particulars 

were  unable  to  be  obtained  in  this  case. 

(b)  Male,  25  years.  Ex-soldier,  served  4  years  in  Egypt.  Patient 

had  had  3  severe  attacks  since  returning  home. 

Instructions  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  cleanliness  of  the 
hands  and  person,  and  the  importance  of  sleeping  alone,  were  urged  in 
each  case. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pneumonia, 
Malaria  and  Dysentery,  etc.,)  Regulations,  1919,  as  none  of  the  patients 
had  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  food. 

TRENCH  FEVER. 


There  were  no  cases  notified. 
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DETAILS  OF  DISINFECTION. 

Number. 

Rooms  Disinfected  (Infectious  Cases)  ...  419 

,.  .,  (Vermin)  ...  40 

Total  ...  459 

The  number  of  houses  in  which  disinfection  was  carried  out  was 
408,  representing  459  rooms. 

The  following  articles  were  removed  for  disinfection  by  steam 


under  pressure  : — - 

Article 

Number 

Beds 

•  •  • 

596 

Pillows  &  Bolsters  ... 

•  •  • 

...  1,246 

Carpets  &  Rugs 

•  •  • 

397 

Articles  of  clothing  ... 

.  .  • 

982 

Sheets,  Blankets  &  Quilts 

•  •  • 

...  1,928 

Sundry  Articles 

•  •  • 

512 

Total 

5,661 

The  number  of  articles  destroyed  from  infected  houses  was  84. 

124  of  the  408  houses,  were  disinfected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis. 

One  man  was  cleansed  voluntarily  at  the  cleansing  station  becanse 
of  body  vermin. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hoadley,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary 
Sugeon  to  the  Corporation,  is  as  follows  : — 

“  The  following  suspected  cases  have  occurred,  viz. : — 

“  Rabies  1,  Foot  &  Mouth  Disease  1,  Swine  Fever  1,  which 
“  proved  on  examination  not  to  be  cases  of  the  above  diseases. 
“  There  were  19  outbreaks  of  Parasitic  Mange  in  its  various 
“  forms,  in  which  29  animals  were  affected.  In  every  case  bad 
“  horse-mastership  was  quite  evident,  otherwise  bad  grooming 
“  and  uncleanliness.” 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  carried  on  at  the  Mill  House, 
Stranton.  There  are  no  branch  dispensaries,  or  visiting  stations. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  Assistant  carry  on  the 
work  there  with  the  help  of  the  Health  Visitors.  The  Dispensary  is  held 
on  two  days  in  each  week,  Tuesday  from  2  until  6  o’clock  or  thereabouts, 
and  on  Friday  from  10-30  until  12-30  or  thereabouts. 

The  institutions  to  which  we  send  tuberculous  patients,  with  the 
number  of  beds  usually  occupied  by  these  patients  is  given  below  :  — 


Name  of  Institution  No.  of  Beds 

Blencathra  Sanatorium  ...  3 

Lincoln  ,,  ...  4 

Walker  Gate  ,,  ...  2 

Stanhope  ,, 

’  10 

Wolsingham  ,,  ...  ' 

Aysgarth  ,,  ...  2 

Stannington  ,,  ...  9 


Note  : — Stanhope  and  Wolsingham  were  the  only  Sanatoria  where 
this  Corporation  had  an  agreement  as  to  the  number  of  beds. 

These  beds  are  used  entirely  for  patients  in.  the  earlier  stages  of 
the  disease.  Patients  who  are  ill,  feverish  and  show  signs  of  advancing 
disease  are  not  as  a  rule  admitted  until  their  temperature  is  quiescent,  and 
prolonged  periods  in  bed  are  not  required.  In  all  cases  these  institutions 
belong  to  outside  authorities. 

(3)  Patients  are  sent  to  the  West  Hartlepool  or  the  Hartlepool 
Hospitals,  or  in  some  cases  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  for  the  necessary 
treatment  in  cases  of  surgical  Tuberculosis.  Surgical  Tuberculosis  in 
children  is  treated  at  the  Stannington  Sanatorium  for  children. 
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No  institutional  treatment  is  available  for  adult  patients  suffering 
from  surgical  Tuberculosis  with  the  exception  of  that  given  in  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary,  unless  the  condition  is  acute,  when  admission  into  the  General 
Hospital  may  be  obtained. 

>v  i  _ 

As  the  School  Clinic  is  carried  on  in  the  same  building,  but  in 
different  rooms  from  that  of  the  Tuberculosis  Dipensary,  co-operation 
betweeen  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  the  School  Clinic  is  facilitated. 
School  children  who  exhibit  certain  forms  of  non-infectious  Tuberculosis 
are  on  occasions  sent  to  the  Elwick  Convalescent  Homes  during  the 
summer  months. 

(4)  The  medical  practitioners  have  been  invited  on  more  than  one 
occasion  to  take  advantage  of  the  services  rendered  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers,  and  to  send  their  patients  in  which  the  diagnosis  is  in  doubt,  to 
the  Dispensary  for  examination.  Reports  by  the  medical  practitioners  on 
domicilary  patients  are  received  each  three  months  by  the  Clerk  to  the 
Local  Insurance  Committee,  and  are  communicated  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officers. 

(5  &  6)  Following-up  is  carried  out  by  the  Tuberculosis  Visitors 
who  invite  patients  to  attend  for  examination  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
Special  methods  of  diagnosis  available  at  the  Dispensary  are  : — 

{a)  repeated  sputum  examinations  ; 

(&)  X.Ray  examinations  (by  Dr.  Gamlen)  ; 

(c)  Von  Pirquet  innoculations,  graduated  ; 

(d)  Test  innoculations  with  Koch’s  original  tuberculin  ; 

(e)  Continuous  temperature  records  with  repeated  weight 

examinations  and  physical  examinations. 

TREATMENT. 

Tuberculins  have  been  used  in  the  Dispensary  since  it  was  first 
opened.  The  Tuberculosis  Officers  are  satisfied  that  cases  of  Glandular 
Tuberculosis  in  most  cases  do  well  under  Tuberculin  innoculations  alonet 
The  preparations  in  use  for  the  treatment  of  these  Glandular  conditions 
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are — equal  parts  of  bovine  bacilliary  emulsion  and  human  bacilliary  emulsion, 
or  T.R.  Tuberculin.  It  is  more  difficult  to  satisfy  oneself  of  the  value  of 
Tuberculins  in  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  vast  majority  of  patients  with  this  lesion  treated  with  Tuberculin, 
express  the  opinion  that  they  feel  much  better  for  the  inoculations.  If  the 
inoculations  have  no  other  effect,  at  least  they  attract  the  patient 
regularly  to  the  Dispensary,  and  also  materially  assist  in  emphasising  the 
importance  of  rest  and  exercise  upon  the  temperature  of  the  patient. 

(9)  Denial  treatment  is  provided  for  patients  who  are  about  to 
undergo  sanatorium  treatment,  by  arrangements  which  exist  between  the 
School  Dental  Officer  and  the  Tuberculosis  Committee.  Attempts  are 
being  made  to  prevent  patients  being  sent  to  the  sanatorium  who  by  reason 
of  their  defective  teeth  alone,  cannot  attain  good  health. 

(10)  No  arrangements  are  available  for  the  nursing  of  patients 
at  home  apart  from  that  provided  by  the  District  Nursing  Association. 
Extra  nourishment  is  available  in  certain  cases,  and  is  provided  by  the 
Care  Committee  from  voluntary  funds. 

(11)  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  children  is  treated  at  the 
Stannington  Sanatorium,  where  the  necessary  surgical  apparatus  is  also 
provided.  In  many  cases  where  institutional  treatment  is  not  available 
for  these  patients,  surgical  apparatus  is  provided  by  the  Crippled  Childrens’ 
Guild. 

(12)  The  work  of  the  After-Care  is  carried  out  by  the  Health 
Visitors,  associated  with  certain  voluntary  workers. 

(13)  In  a  number  of  instances  employment  has  been  provided  for 
patients.  To  obtain  employment  for  these  patients  a  Committee  has 
been  set  up.  Owing  to  a  large  number  of  persons  applying  for  employment 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  work  for 
those  who  were  kown  to  have  suffered  from  Tuberculosis, 
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(14)  Shelters  are  available  for  patients  making  application  for 
them.  These  shelters  are  erected  in  the  gardens  of  the  patients  by  the 
local  authority  and  although  a  fee  of  1/-  per  week  has  been  agreed  upon 
by  the  Committee  as  being  chargeable  for  the  loan  of  the  shelter,  no 
charge  has  yet  been  made. 

(16  &  17)  A  considerable  number  of  patients  found  to  be  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  have  been  discovered  in  their  homes  living  under 
unhealthy  conditions,  owing  to  overcrowding.  In  many  cases  it  has  been 
impossible  to  effect  any  improvement  in  the  housing  conditions.  Until 
satisfactory  housing  facilities  are  available  for  these  patients,  the  disease 
must  necessarily  go  on  spreading.  It  seems  desirable  therefore  that  special 
consideration  should  be  given  to  tuberculous  patients  making  application 
for  new  Corporation  houses.  In  all  cases  these  houses  are  excellently 
situated  on  the  borders  of  the  town,  surrounded  by  country.  They  are 
well  lighted  and  well  ventilated,  and  seem  eminently  suitable  for  housing 
persons  who  are  suffering  from  the  disease,  or  who  have  been  in  close 
contact  with  those  who  have  suffered. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  notifications  received  were  91.  This  is  the  smallest  number 
of  cases  notified  since  1912,  as  the  following  figures  show: — 

Year  1912  1913  1914  1915  1916  1917  1918  1919  1920  Total  for 

9  years 

No.  of  Notifications  164  211  112  127  104  134  175  134  91  1,252 

In  the  next  table,  the  deaths  from  this  complaint  for  the  past  9 
years  are  given  : — 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 
in  West  Hartlepool 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate 
England  &  Wales 

1912 

•  •  • 

67  '  ... 

1.04 

. . .  — 

1913 

71 

1.09 

— 

1914 

70 

1.07 

...  1.04 

1915 

69 

1.06 

...  1.16 

1916 

60 

.92 

...  1.18 

1917 

70 

1.07 

...  1.27 

1918 

75 

1.1 

...  1.5 

1919 

70 

1.0 

...  1.01 

1920 

•  •  • 

•  ••  55  f  •  • 

.78 

.89 
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It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  the  West  Hartlepool  death  rate  is 
the  lowest  on  record  and  that  it  is  lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales.  It  is  an  utter  fallacy  to  suggest,  as  is  so  frequently  done,  that  the 
disease  is  incurable.  In  its  early  stages  it  is  so  easy  curable  that  most 
of  us  suffer  from  the  disease  at  some  time  without  being  aware  of  the  fact. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  ward  distribution  of  the  91  notifications  was  as  follow  : — 

North  West  Park  S.West  S.East  Central  N.East  Seaton  Total 

8  10  9  13  15  21  9  6  91 

The  ages  of  the  patients  notified  in  1920  and  the  age  at  which 
death  occurred  (of  patients  notified  in  1920)  are  given  below  : — 


Ages 

Cases 

Deaths 

Percentage 

Notified 

Begistered 

Mortality 

Under  5  years 

3 

2 

66.6 

5  to  10  ,, 

18 

2 

11.1 

10  to  15  ,, 

9 

3 

33.3 

15  to  20  ,, 

6 

2 

33.3 

20  to  25  ,, 

7 

1 

14.2 

25  to  35  ,, 

18 

6 

33.3 

35  to  45  „ 

22 

6 

27.2 

45  to  55  ,, 

4 

2 

50.0 

55  to  65  ,, 

3 

1 

33.3 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

91 

25 

Average  27.4 

The  notified  cases  consisted  of  50  Males  and  41  Females,  and  of 
these  15  males  and  10  Females  died,  giving  a  percentage  mortality  of  30 
and  24.6  respectively. 
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The  ages  of  the  patients  who  died  in  1920  and  who  had  been 
notified  in  previous  years,  are  given  in  the  folowing  table  : — 

Age  at  Death  No.  of  Deaths 

Under  5  years  ...  — 


5 

to 

10 

... 

— 

10 

to 

15 

>> 

... 

1 

15 

to 

20 

•  •  • 

3 

20 

to 

25 

n 

. . . 

2 

25 

to 

35 

V 

. . . 

7 

35 

to 

45 

5) 

. . . 

7 

45 

to 

55 

>> 

... 

7 

55 

to 

65 

>> 

•  •  • 

2 

65 

and  upwards 

•  •  * 

1 

Total  30 


Of  the  25  patients  who  were  notified  in  1920  and  died  during  that 
year,  3  were  actually  notified  after  death  had  taken  place,  while  16  who 
died  were  notified  at  such  a  late  stage  of  the  disease  that  they  could  not 
be  sent  away  for  treatment— they  died  within  3  months  of  notification. 

That  these  deaths,  which  occur  before  treatment  can  be  given,  are 
a  serious  reflection  on  the  existing  system  of  medical  service  there  can  be 
little  doubt.  Some  of  these  patients  undoubtedly  postpone  consulting  their 
doctor  until  they  are  forced  to  do  so,  at  a  late  stage  in  the  disease,  but 
in  very  many  cases  one  is  told  by  the  patient  that  he  or  she  has  been 
taking  medicine  for  months  for  Bronchitis,  Catarrah  of  the  Stomach,  etc. 

The  services  of  the  tuberculosis  officers  in  this  area,  are 
rarely  made  use  of  by  the  practitioners  for  the  purpose  of  consultation 
and  until  patients  are  sent  earlier  and  more  frequently  to  the  tuberculosis 
dispensary  for  the  various  diagnostic  tests  which  have  been  made  available, 
these  unfortunate  results  will  probably  continue. 
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Of  the  30  patients  notified  in  previous  years,  who  died  during  1920, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  a  number  of  them  were  notified  late  in  the 
year  1919,  and  that  treatment  held  for  them  little  or  no  hope  of  cure. 
There  are  three  distinct  factors  which  diminish  seriously  the  efficacy  of  the 
Corporation  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  Consumptives. 

These  factors  are  :  — 

(1)  Patients  present  themselves  to  their  doctor  too  late  for 

cure  to  result. 

(2)  Patients  are  not  referred  by  the  doctors  for  treatment, 

in  many  cases  until  the  hope  of  cure  has  almost 
disappeared. 

(5)  The  3  or  4  months  Sanatorium  treatment  which  many 
of  the  patients  can  be  persuaded  to  accept  merely  paves 
the  way  for  the  good  results  which  would  accrue 
in  suitable  cases  from  the  following  8  or  9  months  (or 
more)  treatment. 

OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  were  77  and  33  deaths  occurred. 

The  wTards  in  which  the  cases  occurred  were  as  follows  : — 

North  West  Park  S.'W’est  S.East  Central  N.East  Seaton  Total 

5  12  11  14  17  12  —  6  77 

In  the  table  below  is  given  the  age  incidence  of  these  diseases  : — 


Ages 

Cases  notified 
1920 

Deaths 
amongst 
these  Cases 

Percentage 

Mortality 

Under  5 

years 

28 

14 

50.0 

5  to  10 

5? 

23 

3 

13.04 

10  to  15 

55 

13 

1 

7.7 

15  to  20 

55 

4 

4 

100.0 

20  to  25 

55 

3 

— 

— 

25  to  35 

yy 

2 

1 

50.0 

35  to  45 

yy 

3 

— 

— 

45  to  55 

yy 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65 

yy 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

1 

I 

100.0 

Total 

77 

24  Average  31.1 
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The  ages  of  the  patients  dying  in  1920  who  had  been  notified 
as  suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  previous  years  are  given 
in  the  following  list : — 


Age  at  Death. 

Under  5  years 
5  to  10 
10  to  15 
15  to  20 
20  to  25 
25  to  35 
35  to  45 


33 


>3 


3) 


33 


>3 


No.  of  Deaths. 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 


Total 


Of  the  77  patients  who  were  notified  during  1920,  24  died,  and 
of  these  9  were  notified  after  death  and  6  were  notified  within  2  months  of 
death,  or  before  treatment  could  be  expected  to  alter  the  course  of  the  disease. 


An  analysis  of  the  sex  incidence  and  deaths  shows  that  39  males 
and  38  females  were  attacked  by  these  diseases,  and  of  this  number  10 
males  and  14  females  died,  giving  a  percentage  mortality  of  25.6  amongst 
the  males  and  amongst  the  females  36.8. 

The  statistics  of  notified  cases  for  the  past  5  years  are  as  follows: — 

1916  1917  1918  1919  1920  Total 

No.  of  notified  cases  103  117  87  74  77  458 


The  mortality  from  these  causes  since  1912  is  shown  in  the 


following  table  : — 

No.  of 

Death 

Death  Rate 

Year 

Deaths 

Bate 

England  &  Wales 

1913 

58 

.89 

.34 

1914 

39 

.6 

.32 

1915 

49 

.75 

.34 

1916 

49 

.75 

.35 

1917 

50 

.76 

.36 

1918 

31 

.45 

.33 

1919 

25 

.35 

.29 

1920 

33 

.47 

.24 

Table  No.  11  shews  the  age  and  sex  of  each  patient  notified  together 
with  the  particular  parts  affected  by  Tuberculosis  : — 

TABLE  n  —ALT,  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  TUBEBCULOSIS,  1920. 
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The  notifications  were  received  from  the  following  sources  : — 


General  Practitioners 

Pulmonary 

63 

Non-Pulmonary 

43 

Medical  Officers  &  Institutions  ... 

10 

•  •  • 

9 

School  Medical  Officers 

5 

.  .  . 

9 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

13 

16 

Total 

91 

77 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

237  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  at  the  Health  Department, 
and  of  these  : — 

47  were  Positive  (Tuberculosis) 

190  ,,  Negative  (Non-Tuberculosis) 

TUBERCULOSIS  (ALL  FORMS)'. 

The  deaths  at  intervals  after  notification  are  shown  in  the  next 
table  for  the  past  6  years  : — - 


Deaths  after  Notification 


Year 

Deaths  before 
Notification. 

r 

Under 

1  month. 

Under 

6  months. 

Under 

12  months. 

Under 

18  months. 

Under 

24  months. 

Over 

24  months. 

1915 

20 

26 

22 

20 

5 

2 

— 

1916 

24 

19 

41 

15 

2 

— 

— 

1917 

17 

30 

32 

22 

3 

3 

— 

1918 

17 

23 

26 

13 

9 

6 

12 

1919 

17 

19 

29 

14 

2 

1 

13 

1920 

12 

21 

20 

10 

2 

6 

17 

Of  those  cases  notified  in  1920,  the  deaths  at  intervals  are  shown  : — 

Deaths  before  Under  Under  Under  Total 

Notification.  1  month.  6  months.  12  months. 

12  19  15  3  49 

These  figures  shew  that  46  patients  notified  in  1920  were  hopelessly 
ill  when  they  were  sent  for  treatment.  Unless  the  disease  can  be  detected 
early  and  treatment  can  be  begun  at  once,  the  hope  of  ultimate  recovery 
rapidly  diminishes.  It  is  in  these  doubtful  cases  that  the  services  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers  are  freely  offered,  but  concerning  which  very  few 
calls  are  made  upon  them. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TREATMENT,  PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  91  notified  cases. 

Forty-eight  of  these  patients  made  application  for  and  were  treated 


under  the  scheme  of  the  Corporation. 

At  the  time  of  i 

sxamination 

by  the  Tuberculosis 

Officer,  the 

classification  of  these  48 

patients  according  to  the 

stage  of 

the  disease 

was  as  follows  : — 

) 

1st. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

Total 

Insured 

11 

9 

8 

28 

Uninsured 

2 

1 

4 

7 

School  Children 

8 

4 

1 

13 

Total 

21 

14 

13 

48 

The  above  numbers  shew  that  of  the  total  who  availed  themselves 

of  the  Corporation’s  scheme,  43.7%  were  in  stage  I 

of  the  disease,  29.1% 

in  stage  II  and  27.1%  in  stage  III, 

as  opposed 

to  50% 

in  Stage  I, 

29%  in  stage  II,  and  20% 

in  stage  III 

in  1919. 

Practically  all  of 

these  patients  had  more  than  one  form  of 

treatment,  as  is  shewn  in 

the  following  table  : — 

Sanatorium. 

Dispensary. 

Domiciliary. 

Hospital. 

Shelters 

Insured  14 

8 

8 

1 

4 

Uninsured  2 

4 

4 

1 

— 

School  Children  6 

5 

3 

— 

— 

Total  22 

17 

15 

2 

4 

The  results  of  treatment  were  as  follows  : — 


Cured 

Improved 

Trans¬ 

ferred 

Retro¬ 

gressing 

Died 

Not 

Attending 

No  trace 

At  work  of  Disease 

Total 

Insured 

4 

10 

— 

2 

9 

1 

—  2 

28 

Uninsured 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

—  — 

7 

School 

Children 

4 

7 

1 

— 

— 

1 

—  — . 

13 

Total 

9 

19 

1 

3 

12 

2 

~  2 

48 
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PARTICULARS  OF  TREATMENT, 
NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Thirty-three  patients  out  of  77  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  of 
parts  other  than  the  lungs,  applied  for  treatment. 

Their  classification  was  as  under : — 


Insured  Persons 

Uninsured 

School  Children 

Total 

3  •  •  • 

8 

20 

33 

The  treatment  advised  was  : — 

Dispensary  Hospital  Domiciliary  Sanatorium  X  Rays  School  Open-air  No 

Clinic  School  Treatment 


Insured 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1  — 

— 

— 

Uninsured 

3 

3 

1 

2 

—  - 

— 

— 

School  Children 

14 

4 

3 

4 

1  1 

2 

1 

Total 

19 

8 

5 

6 

2  1 

2 

1 

Results  of  treatment  were : — 

Cured  Improved  Stationary 

Retro- 

Dead  gressing 

Not 

attending 

No  trace 
of  Disease 

Total 

Insured 

1 

3 

— 

—  — 

1 

— 

5 

Uninsured 

3 

5 

— 

—  - 

— 

— 

8 

School  Children 

9 

8 

— 

-  — 

2 

1 

20 

Total  ... 

13 

16 

— 

—  - 

3 

1 

33 

EXAMINATIONS,  ATTENDANCES,  &c. 

(All  Cases). 

294  special  examinations  of  notified  persons  were  made. 
63  „  }i  „  unnotified  „  „ 

These  were  allocated  as  follows : — 


Insured 

Uninsured 

Total 

Notified  cases 

138 

156 

294 

Un-notified  cases  ... 

23 

40 

63 

69 


2,601  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  were  made  by  251  notified  persons. 
79  ,,  ,,  ,,  „  ,,  42  un-notified  „ 


Treatment  recommended  was  as  follows:  — 


Notified  Un-notified 


Insured 

Un-insured 

Insured 

Un-insured 

Total 

Domiciliary 

...  21 

17 

8 

9 

55 

Dispensary 

...  50 

49 

— 

3 

102 

Sanatorium 

...  27 

21 

1 

■ — 

49 

Hospital 

3 

5 

— 

1 

9 

Observation 

...  16 

15 

9 

9 

49 

X  Ray 

...  2 

3 

2 

— 

7 

Light  Work 

...  23 

3 

3 

— 

29 

Shelters 

...  11 

— 

— 

— 

11 

School 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

,,  Clinic 

— 

3 

— 

- — 

3 

Open-air  School 

— 

37 

— 

17 

54 

Total 

...  153 

157 

23 

39 

372 

History  of  notified  cases,  1920: — 
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Disease  Attributable 

to 

Disease 
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w  “  d  ■+= 

history  o 
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•pH 

43 

•rH 
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o 
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1 

o-g 

S  ” 

Ph 

-  c3 

O  CD 

CD 

a 

M 

2 

d 

® 

d 

Ph 

<D 

§ 

d 

o 

pH 

w 

<j 

aa 

Pulmonary 

39 

52 

91 

27 

4 

6 

1 

2 

13 

9 

Other  Forms... 

29 

48 

77 

23 

— 

3 

6 

2 

2 

— 

29 

41 


<— i 

cd 

43 

O 


EH 


91 

77 


Totals 


•  •  • 


68  100  168  50  4  9  7  4  15  9  70  168 
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In  June,  1921,  a  survey  was  taken  of  all  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  from  1/1/15  to  31/12/20,  with  the  following  results: — • 


TABLE 

12. 

Notified 

Died 

Lost 

Trans- 

Off 

Remainder 

Total 

Trace  of 

f erred 

List 

Living 

1915  j 

f  Pulmonary  ... 

127 

80 

19 

13 

10 

5 

127 

1  Other  Parts... 

79 

40 

10 

— 

23 

6 

79 

1916  ■ 

f  Pulmonary  ... 

104 

70 

5 

14 

7 

8 

104 

{  Other  Parts... 

103 

47 

2 

4 

38 

12 

103 

1917  \ 

f  Pulmonary  ... 

134 

73 

11 

,  9 

26 

15 

134 

1  Other  Parts... 

117 

47 

5 

2 

60 

3 

117 

1918  ■ 

f  Pulmonary  ... 

175 

73 

8 

22 

51 

21 

175 

{  Other  Parts... 

87 

30 

4 

3 

34 

16 

87 

1919  ■ 

f.  Pulmonary  ... 

134 

56 

9 

4 

39 

26 

134 

1  Other  Parts... 

74 

20 

2 

6 

38 

8 

74 

1920 

f  Pulmonary  ... 

91 

40 

1 

6 

18 

26 

91 

\  Other  Parts... 

77 

27 

— 

2 

25 

23 

77 

Total 

1,302 

603 

76 

85 

369 

169 

1,302 

Note  : — The  figures  for  the  total  cases  notified  are  accurate,  but 
owing  to  patients  being  lost  sight  of  and  the  deaths  of  some  of  them 
being  ascribed  to  other  causes  than  tuberculosis,  the  other  figures  are 
approximate  only. 

Similarly  to  the  previous  year,  the  figures  show  that  approximately 
50%  of  the  patients  died  since  their  notification.  In  those  patients  who 
suffered  from  pulmonary  disease,  the  percentage  of  deaths  for  the  years 
1915,  1916  and  1917  was  higher  than  5 0°/°,  while  for  the  succeeding  years, 
the  death  rate  naturally  was  lower. 


Only  50/  in  1920  of  the  patients  notified  applied  for  treatment  under 
the  Corporation  scheme,  which  means  that  the  treatment  available  for  the 
vast  majority  of  those  patients  who  did  not  apply  was  home,  or  domiciliary 
treatment. 
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Home  treatment  under  ideal  conditions  might  prove  satisfactory, 
but  in  a  small  house  without  a  garden  there  can  be  little  hope  of 
successful  results. 

As  53  of  the  patients  or  31.5%  of  those  notified  died  within  6 
months  of  notification,  this  explains  to  some  extent  their  failure  to  apply 
for  treatment,  as  treatment  would  be  of  little  avail  for  them.  No  doubt 
others  of  the  patients  who  did  not  apply  were  seriously  ill,  but  lingered 

beyond  the  period  referred  to  above. 

] 

The  figures  point  again  to  the  danger  of  patients  delaying  in 
seeking  advice  and  treatment  or  in  doctors  recommending  patients  for 
treatment. 

From  the  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  of  1,302  patients 

notified  since  1915,  107  or  8.2 °/°  died,  before  being  notified,  while  308  or 
23.4%  died  within  6  months  of  notification. 
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In  the  next  table  the  number  of  persons  notified,  the  number  who 
applied  for  treatment  under  the  Corporation  Scheme,  and  the  results  of 
treatment  of  those  patients  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are 
shown  : — 
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These  figures  shew  that  of  765  patients  notified  as  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  only  350  applied  for  treatment. 

Of  these  350,  142  or  40.5%  were  in  stage  I  of  the  disease. 

132  or  37.7%  „  „  II 

and  76  or  21.7%  ,,  ,,  III  „  „ 

(Turban  Gerhardt  Classification). 

Of  the  patients  treated  under  the  Corporation  Scheme  only  119 
died  as  compared  with  280  deaths  amongst  patients  notified,  but  who 
failed  to  present  themselves  for  treatment. 

Of  350  patients  examined  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  208  or 
59.4%  were  past  the  stage  when  cure  could  be  expected  owing  to  the  delay 
either  in  obtaining  medical  opinion  or  in  being  recommended  for  treatment. 

During  the  past  year  repeated  representations  have  been  made  to 
the  Sanatorium  Authorities  with  which  this  Corporation  contracts  for  the 
treatment  of  West  Hartlepool  patients.  These  representations  have  now 
resulted  in  the  original  period  of  12  weeks  to  which  Sanatorium  treatment 
was  usually  limited,  being  extended  so  that  patients  are  now  kept  in  these 
Institutions  until  they  can  be  discharged  with  safety  to  themselves  or  their 
friends,  or  until  they  discharge  themselves.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  interest 
in  future  years  to  note  the  effect  of  this  extended  period  of  Institutional 
treatment  on  the  progress  of  the  individual  patients.  There  is  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  12  weeks  Sanatorium  treatment,  at  the  most  prepares  the 
patient  for  further  improvement,  and  trains  him  to  safeguard  his  own 
health  and  the  health  of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

SHELTER  COLONY. 

During  the  Summer,  11  adults  underwent  treatment  at  the  Shelter 

Colony. 

Only  early  cases  of  the  disease  are  permitted  to  make  use  of  these 
Shelters,  as  of  course  there  is  no  medical  or  nursing  assistance  available 
there  for  patients  who  might  suddenly  become  seriously  ill. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  VISITORS. 

In  June,  1920,  two  additional  Health  Visitors  were  appointed, 
making  a  total  of  7  who  carried  out  all  School  work,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  Tuberculosis  Work,  &c.,  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  tuberculosis  patients  in  their  homes 
was  1,428,  composed  of  171  primary  and  1,257  secondary  visits.  The 
number  of  visits  paid  in  the  previous  year  was  1260.  It  is  essential, 
if  it  is  hoped  to  reduce  the  spread  of  this  disease,  to  encourage  the  frequent 
visits  of  the  nurses  to  the  homes  of  these  patients.  It  is  only  by  repeatedly 
visiting  and  advising  these  sufferers  that  they  can  be  made  to  appreciate 
the  danger  which  their  carelessness  imposes  on  those  with  whom  they 
come  in  contact. 

AFTER  CARE. 

The  Committee  responsible  for  this  work  which  was  begun  a 
number  of  years  ago  by  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of 
Tuberculosis,  have  of  late  considerably  extended  their  work  of  assisting 
sufferers  from  Tuberculosis. 

Nourishment  in  the  form  of  milk,  eggs  and  butter,  has  been 
supplied  to  53  patients  and  in  a  number  of  instances  groceries,  dinners,  beef 
tea,  etc.,  have  also  been  given  and  the  total  amount  expended  was 
5 1 8  10s.  5d.  Of  this  amount  £525  8s.  lOd.  was  expended  on  behalf 
of  tuberculous  soldiers,  and  as  such,  will  be  refunded  by  the  Pensions 
Committee. 

Since  the  transfer  of  the  Administration  of  Sanatorium  Benefit  to 
the  West  Hartlepool  Council,  the  latter  body  has  become  responsible  for 
the  provision  of  extra  nourishment  to  all  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
The  Council  have  authorized  the  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  to  attend 
to  these  duties  and  have  contributed  a  sum  of  £85  towards  this  work. 
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Clothing  to  the  amount  of  £79  9s.  7d.  for  30  patients  has  been 
provided  by  the  Committee. 

Attempts  have  also  been  made  by  the  Committee  to  secure  better 
housing  conditions  for  these  sufferers,  and  where  the  patients  are  able  to 
work,  they  endeavour  to  secure  employment  for  them. 

I 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  these  diseases  was  2. 

Both  of  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  born 
with  the  disease. 

One  death  took  place  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  and  one  in  the 
Central  Ward. 

COUNCIL  SCHEME. 

The  approval  of  the  Ministry  has  now  been  received  (1921),  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Clinic  for  the  treatment  of  these  diseases  at  the 
Dispensary,  Mill  House,  Stranton,  and  accordingly  the  necessary  alterations 
will  be  effected  as  soon  as  possible.  The  accommodation  will  provide  for 
a  Wafting  Room,  Consulting  Room,  Dispensary  and  Examination  Room  with 
an  irrigation  department.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  4  sessions  each  week  for 
treatment,  etc.,  at  hours  convenient  to  the  different  sexes.  Patients 
requiring  indoor  treatment  will  receive  it  in  most  cases  at  the  Infirmary, 
though  in  exceptional  circumstances  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
treatment  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

In  the  meantime  the  voluntary  treatment  centre  is  being  carried 
on  at  the  Cameron  Hospital  and  the  examinations  of  pathological  specimens 
are  being  performed  at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  under  the 
supervision  of  Professor  Hutchens. 

1,090  tubes  of  Novarsenobillon  were  supplied  free  of  cost  to 
practitioners  during  the  year.  10  tubes  only  were  used  in  private  practice, 
the  remainder  were  used  in  the  Cameron  Hospital. 
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302  pathological  specimens  were  sent  for  examination  by  15 
practitioners  at  a  cost  ot  £ 99  19s.  9d.  The  specimens  sent  for  examination 
were  all  of  blood  for  Wassermann  tests.  Two  smears  for  gonococcus 
were  examined  in  the  Health  Department,  one  being  Negative  and  the 
other  Positive. 

TREATMENT  OF  WEST  HARTLEPOOOL  PATIENTS. 

West  Hartlepool  patients  were  treated  at  two  centres — Cameron 
Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  and  Dreadnought  Hospital,  Greenwich,  and 
they  numbered  119  (64  males  and  55  females). 

These  119  patients  made  1,031  attendances  or  an  average  of  8.6 
attendances  per  patient. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  disease  frcm  which  each 
patient  suffered  : — 

TABLE  14. 


FOKM  OF  DISEASE. 

Cameron 

Hospital 

Centre. 

Greenwich 

Total 

Syphilis  only... 

60 

— 

60 

Soft  Chancre  only  ... 

5 

— 

5 

Gonorrhoea 

10 

— 

10 

Syphilis  and  Soft  Chancre  ... 

14 

— 

14 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

19 

— 

19 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft  Chancre 

2 

— 

2 

Syphilis,  Soft  Chancre  and 

Gonorrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Bubo  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Conditions  other  than  Venereal 

5 

1 

6 

Total 

117 

2 

119 

The  number  of  persons  treated  with  Salvarsan  or  its  substitutes  was  117. 
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The  examinations  of  Pathological  material  are  given  below  : — 


TABLE  15. 


For  detection  of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other 

Organisms 

(a)  Specimens  which  were  exam¬ 
ined  at  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre 

1 

6 

— — 

1 

(6)  Specimens  from  persons 
attending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved 
Laboratory  . 

— 

— 

— 

137 

The  Salvarsan  substitutes  used  in  the  treatment  of  Syphilis,  together 
with  the  usual  initial  and  final  doses,  is  given  below  : — 

TABLE  16. 


CENTRE 

Novarsenobillon 

Number 

Initial  Dose 

Final  Dose 

of  Doses 

Cameron  Hospital 

... 

•  2  gm. 

•  6  gm. 

8 

CANCER. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  59,  a  decrease  of  31  as 
compared  with  the  number  dying  from  this  cause  in  1919. 

This  figure  (59)  represents  5.7%  of  the  total  deaths,  and  is  equivalent 
to  a  death  rate  of  .84  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  mortality  from  Cancer  since  the  year  1914,  is  shown  below  * — 


Year 

No,  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

1914 

64 

.98 

1915 

59 

.9 

1916 

74 

1.13 

1917 

49 

.75 

1918 

50 

.73 

1919 

90 

1.28 

1920 

59 

.84 
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Of  the  deaths,  33  were  ascribed  to  Carcinoma,  2  to  Sarcoma,  1 
to  Epithelioma,  2  to  Rodent  Ulcer,  and  21  to  Cancer  (no  classification). 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  deaths,  was  :  — 

Transferred 

North  West  Park  S.  West  S.  East  Central  N.  East  Seaton  Deaths  Total 

683  6  5  9  45  13  59 

In  the  table  below  is  shewn  the  sex  of  the  persons  who  died 
and  the  part  of  the  body  affected : — 

TABLE  17. 


Age 

Parts  Affected. 

Sex 

Under  35 

35  to  45 

45  to  55 

|  55  to  65 

65  to  75 

75  up 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M, 

F. 

M. 

:  f. 

1: 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Peritoneum,  Intestines 

and  Rectum 

•  «  • 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

2 

— 

6 

3 

Stomach,  Liver,  etc. 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

3 

6 

3 

1 

2 

10 

11 

Reproductive  Organs 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

9 

Breast 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

5 

1 

i 

III  <31  u  lcilltLb  ,  * , 

1 

1 

Mouth  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Dones  ... 

Other  Parts 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

7 

5 

Totals 

2 

1 

3 

3 

12 

8 

6 

9 

7 

4 

4 

25 

34 

The  Council  at  their  Meeting  in  January,  1920,  in  order  to  dis¬ 
seminate  knowledge  as  to  the  early  signs  of  Cancer  and  the  importance 
of  obtaining  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  authorised  the 
publication  of  the  following  notice  in  the  local  press  once  fortnightly  for 
a  period  of  three  months : — 
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NOTICE. 

In  Regard  to  Cancer. 

The  Health  Committee,  convinced  that  many  lives  are  lost  each  year 
from  Cancer  which  could  be  saved  if  certain  facts  in  connection  with  the 
disease  were  generally  known,  have  decided  to  issue  the  following  notice : — 

The  only  cure  for  Cancer  at  present  known  is  its  EARLY  and 
complete  removal  by  operation.  If  it  is  removed  EARLY  the  disease  is 
curable,  if  it  is  neglected  and  not  removed  early— A  FEW  WEEKS 
MAY  MEAN  THE  DIFFERENCE — it  is  nearly  always  fatal. 

If  the  following  information  were  acted  upon  throughout  the  country 
hundreds  of  lives  would  be  saved  annually  which  at  present  are  being  lost. 

1.  Cancer  in  its  early  stage  is  quite  curable.  In  its  early  stage 

there  may  be  no  pain  or  symptom  of  ill-health. 

2.  Where  the  disease  most  commonly  occurs  it  gives  rise  to  well 

known  signs,  and  the  following  are  points  to  be  remembered. 

3.  If  a  swelling — though  painless — occurs  in  the  breast  of  a  woman, 

usually  over  40  years  of  age,  a  doctor  should  AT  ONCE  be 
consulted.  Many  of  these  swellings  are  cancerous. 

4.  Any  bleeding,  however  slight,  occurring  after  the  change  of  life, 

almost  invariably  means  Cancer,  and  Cancer  which  is  curable. 
If  neglected  until  pains  occur,  it  means  almost  always  incurable 
Cancer. 

5.  If  any  irregular  bleeding  occurs  at  the  change  of  life,  a  doctor 

should  be  consulted.  Such  irregular  bleedings  are  not  natural, 
and  in  many  cases  mean  commencing  Cancer. 

6.  Any  wart  or  sore  occurring  on  the  lip  in  a  man  over  45  years 

of  age  is  frequently  Cancer.  If  completely  removed  at  once 
the  cure  is  certain,  if  neglected  the  result  is  fatal. 
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7.  Any  sore  or  swelling  occurring  on  the  tongue  or  inside  the  mouth 

in  a  man  over  45  years  of  age,  is  strongly  suspicious  of  Cancer, 
and  the  absence  of  the  disease  can  only  be  decided  by 
microscopical  examination. 

8.  Any  bleeding  occurring  from  the  bowel  after  45  years  of  age, 

commonly  supposed  by  the  public  to  be  “  piles,”  should  be 
investigated  by  a  doctor  AT  ONCE.  Many  of  these  cases  are 
cancer,  and  at  this  stage  are  curable. 

9.  Moles,  warts,  or  other  skin  growths  may  end  as  Cancer. 

10.  Avoid  irritation  of  the  tongue  and  cheeks  by  jagged  teeth.  Avoid 

irritation  of  the  lips  by  clay  pipes.  Many  of  these  irritations 
end  in  Cancer. 

* 

11.  If  YOU  have  any  of  the  above  signs  of  disease,  DON’T  DELAY 

BUT  CONSULT  YOUR  OWN  DOCTOR  AT  ONCE. 

12.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  Cancer  is  ever  inherited  or  that 

it  is  communicated  from  one  person  to  another-  After  death 
from  Cancer  disinfection  or  destruction  of  soiled  articles  of 
clothing,  &c.,  will  be  carried  out — if  required — by  the  Staff  of 
the  Health  Department. 

H.  M.  CARGIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Municipal  Buildings,  West  Hartlepool. 

That  these  notices  have  had  an  excellent  effect  has  been  testified  to 
by  several  of  the  practitioners,  some  of  whom  have  asked  for  a  repetition  of 
these  publications.  It  is  stated  by  the  doctors  that  many  persons  have 
presented  themselves  for  examination,  and  that  cases  of  Cancer  sufficiently 
early  for  satisfactory  treatment  have  been  discovered. 
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In  spite  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  during  this  year, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  disease  is  increasing  very  rapidly.  Treatment 
by  Radium  or  by  X  Rays  is  claimed  to  be  effective  in  certain  cases,  but 
it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  surgical  treatment  is  by  far  the  most 
satisfactory. 

Disinfection  of  the  bed  and  sick  room  is  offered  in  all  cases  of 
death  from  this  disease.  It  is  not  considered  that  Cancer  is  infectious, 
but  so  many  requests  have  been  made  for  disinfection  that  this  privilege 

is  granted. 

BRONCHITIS  AND  PNEUMONIA. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  these  two  diseases  was  226 — 
Bronchitis  97,  Pneumonia  129 — as  compared  with  286  for  the  previous  year. 

These  deaths  were  responsible  for  22.17%  of  the  total  deaths  and 
gave  a  death  rate  of  3.2%  per  1,000,  per  annum. 

For  the  past  7  years,  the  deaths  and  death  rates  are  set  out:  — 


Deaths  from  Death  Ra,te  Deaths  from  Death  Rate 

Year  Bronchitis  Death  Rate  England  &  Wales  Pneumonia  Death  Rate  England  &  Wales 


1914 

63 

1.43 

1.07 

112 

1.72 

1.07 

1915 

107 

1.64 

1.4 

142 

2.18 

1.34 

1916 

78 

1.2 

1.25 

126 

1.93 

1.06 

1917 

71 

1.09 

1.25 

98 

1.5 

1.14 

1918 

107 

1.57 

1.89 

216 

3.17 

1.56 

1919 

135 

1.92 

1.26 

151 

2.15 

1.08 

1920 

97 

1.38 

— 

129 

1.84 

— 

The 

ward  death  rates 

are  as  follows  : — 

Disease 

North 

West 

Park  S.  West 

S.  East 

Central 

N.  East  Seaton 

Bronchitis 

...  .85 

.9 

1.4  .51 

2.9 

♦ 

1.5 

2.1 

1.1 

Pneumonia 

...  1.2 

.63 

.86  .9 

2.4 

2.6 

3.3 

2.5 

Totals 

...  2.05 

1.53 

2.26  1.41 

5.3 

4.1 

5.4 

3.6 
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The  monthly  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Disease 

Jan, 

Feb. 

Mar. 

A  pi. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Bronchitis 

12 

9 

10 

22 

19 

4 

2 

3 

4 

1 

6 

5 

97 

Pneumonia 

12 

6 

9 

16 

18 

9 

9 

4 

13 

10 

10 

13 

129 

Totals 

24 

15 

19 

38 

37 

13 

11 

7 

17 

11 

16 

18 

226 

The  ages  at  which  death  took  place  from  these  two  causes  are 
as  follows  : — 


Number  of 
Bronchitis 

Deaths 

Pneumonia 

Under  1 

year 

33 

•  •  . 

19 

1  to 

2  years 

12 

16 

2  to 

3 

99 

1 

8 

3  to 

4 

99 

1 

— 

4  to 

5 

99 

— 

1 

5  to 

10 

)  9 

3 

2 

10  to 

15 

99 

— 

— 

15  to 

20 

99 

— 

4 

20  to 

25 

99 

— 

4 

25  to 

35 

99 

...  — 

13 

35  to 

45 

9  9 

2 

21 

45  to 

55 

99 

8 

13 

55  to 

65 

99 

4 

.  .  • 

15 

65  and  u 

pwards 

33 

13 

Totals 

97 

129 

In  children  under  5  years  of  age,  the  number  of  deaths  was  91  or 
40.2%  of  the  total  deaths  from  these  two  complaints.  Amongst  those  under 
one  year  the  deaths  numbered  52  and  were  equal  to  23.0%  of  the  whole 
deaths.  Over  65  years  of  age  the  deaths  were  46,  and  were  equivalent 
to  a  mortality  rate  of  20.3%, 

During  1920,  156  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified. — Compulsory 
notification  of  this  disease  came  into  force  in  March,  1919. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902  AND  1918. 

The  number  of  midwives  on  the  roll  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  13  : — 

Mrs.  Bennett,  18  Hampshire  Street. 

Mrs.  Coward,  3  Lister  Street. 

Mrs.  Craven,  5  Beechwood  Road. 

Mrs.  Dale,  4  Christopher  Street. 

Miss  Edmunds,  143  Stockton  Road. 

Miss  Elstob,  44  York  Road. 

Miss  Grainger,  Windermere  Road. 

Mrs.  Gill,  13  Hopps  Street. 

Mrs.  Kelsey,  36  Benson  Street. 

Mrs.  Preston,  14  Brunswick  Street. 

Mrs.  Robinson,  181  Alma  Street. 

Mrs.  Skeen,  3  Lister  Street. 

Miss  Ravenscroft,  “  Heortness,”  Seaton  Carew. 

The  Inspectors  paid  51  visits  to  these  midwives.  One  midwife  was 
reported  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  failure  to  notify  a  case  of 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  etc.  A  caution  by  the  Board  followed,  and  reports 
on  her  future  practice  were  necessary — these  reports  being  satisfactory  her 
name  was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  list.  One  midwife  was  reprimanded  for 
allowing  her  daughter,  an  unqualified  woman,  to  attend  a  case  of  labour. 
She  stated  that  her  daughter  only  washed  the  baby.  Other  minor  matters — 
failure  to  keep  charts,  books,  etc.,  up-to-date — were  dealt  with  by  the  local 
supervising  Authority. 

18  visits  were  paid  to  unqualified  women.  The  practice  of  untrained 
women  being  allowed  to  take  part  in,  (and  often  perform  alone)  a  serious 
operation  such  as  child  birth  is  pernicious  in  the  extreme.  The  law  on  the 
point  still  contains  so  many  loopholes  that  this  unqualified  and  dangerous 
practice  is  likely  to  continue. 
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MEDICAL  ASSISTANCE,  Etc.,  IN  CASE  OF 

CONFINEMENTS. 

The  arrangements  in  force  for  the  previous  years — since  1917 — were 
continued  until  January,  1921,  when  Circular  161  became  operative. 

Until  December,  1920,  the  fee  payable  to  Midwives  for  attending 
necessitous  cases  in  their  confinement  was  15/-  per  case.  The  fees  payable 
to  doctors  called  in  by  the  midwife  were  one  guinea  for  medical  cases,  and  two 
guineas  for  cases  requiring  surgical  interference. 

Notifications  were  received  from  midwives  that  medical  help  had 
been  sent  for  in  the  following  cases : — 

On  behalf  of  the  mother 

Number 


Prolonged  Labour  ...  ...  48 

Retained  Membranes  ...  ...  6 

Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  3 

Laceration  ...  ..  ...  18 

Uterine  Complications  ....  ...  2 

Contracted  Pelvis  ...  ...  2 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  30 


Total  ...  109 


On  behalf  of  the  child : — 

Number 

Still  Birth  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  25 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  13 

Weakness  at  Birth  ...  ...  7 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  5 


Total  ...  65 
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The  number  of  births  attended  to  by  the  Midwives  was  863. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  2, HO,  and  of  this  nnmber  2,097 
were  notified,  leaving  73  births  un-notified.  This  is  equal  to  3.3 1°  of  the 
total  births  registered,  as  compared  with  4.9°/°  in  1919,  and  7.77°  in  1918. 

Notifications  were  received  from  the  following  sources: — 


Doctors 

•  ■  • 

Number 

1226 

Midwives 

•  •  • 

862 

Handy  Women  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

Un-notified 

•  •  ♦ 

73 

Total 

...  2,170 

WORK  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS  IN  RELATION  TO 

NEWLY-BORN  CHILDREN. 

Under  new  arrangements  in  which  the  Health  Visitors  carried  out 
all  the  duties  in  their  area  (including  school  work),  the  inclusion  of  the 
School  Nurse  on  the  Staff,  and  the  appointing  of  an  additional  Nurse 
increased  the  Health  Visitors  from  5  to  7  in  number. 

The  total  births  were  2,170  and  primary  visits  were  paid  to  1,856 
babies,  or  85.5%  of  the  total,  the  percentage  for  the  preceding  two  years 
being  87.3%  and  78T%. 

The  number  of  secondary  and  successive  visits  to  the  children  under 
1  year,  was  3,446,  giving  a  total  of  5,302  visits  to  these  infants.  To  the 
children  between  the  ages  of  1  and  5  years,  1,995  visits  were  paid. 

There  are  still  careless  and  negligent  parents,  but  with  the  increased 
staff  it  has  been  found  possible  to  give  them  closer  supervision,  and  as  a 
result  a  considerable  improvement  was  noticed  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
followed  out  the  instructions  and  advice  given  them. 


86 


The  total  visits  paid  to  children  under  the  Maternity  and  Infant 
Welfare  Scheme  was  7,297. 

INFANT  WELFARE  WORK. 

There  are  now  four  centres  in  the  Borough  for  this  work.  The 
main  centre  is  carried  on  in  the  rooms  used  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority,  Mill  House,  Stranton.  Rooms  have  been  hired  in  the  Mission 
Hall,  Alice  Street ;  St.  Oswald’s  Mission  Room,  Dale  Street ;  and  in  the 
Men’s  Club,  Seaton  Carew  ;  in  each  of  these  places  the  work  is  making 
satisfactory  progress  and  appears  to  be  appreciated  by  the  mothers 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  Centre  in  Alice  Street  was  opened  on  7th  July,  1920. 

,,  ,,  ,,  Dale  Street  ,,  ,,  ,,  28th  October,  1920. 

„  „  „  Seaton  Carew  „  „  3rd  December,  1920. 

The  attendances  at  the  various  Centres  were  as  follows  : — 

New  Cases  Old  Cases 


Number  of  Cases 

Total  Visits 

Number  of  Cases 

Total  Vists 

Mill  House 

264 

1,537 

139 

Alice  Street 

• 

• 

00 

• 

• 

246 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

Dale  Street 

49 

129 

•  •  •  •  *  • 

— 

Seaton  Carew 

14 

17 

•  • «  •  • « 

_____ 

VOLUNTARY  WORKERS  AT  THE  CENTRES. 

To  Mrs.  Beckett,  Mrs.  Murray,  and  the  other  ladies  who  so  kindly 
assisted  at  the  Centres,  the  Committee  and  the  Staff  of  this  department 
are  deeply  indebted. 

INFANT  ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  CENTRES. 

Again  the  attendances  at  the  Centres  have  increased  beyond  those 
recorded  in  the  previous  year. 
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Particulars  of  the  attendances  are  set  out  in  the  table  below  : — 


Centre 

Total  No. 
of  Children 
attending 
Centres. 

Attendances 

No.  of 
Children 
who  made 
first 

attendances 

No.  of 
Children 
who 

attended 

previous 

years 

No.  of  new 
attenders 
under  one 
years  of  age 

No  of  new 
attenders 
between 

1-5  years. 

Mill  House 

322 

1,676 

264 

58 

237 

27 

Alice  Street 

68 

246 

68 

— 

49 

19 

Dale  Street 

49 

129 

49 

— 

41 

8 

Seaton 

1.4 

17 

14 

14 

— 

Total 

453 

2,068 

395 

00 

341 

54 

The  reason  for  the  attendances  at  the  various  centres  was  as  follows  : — - 


DISEASE 

CENTRE 

Total 

Mill  House 

Alice  St. 

Dale  St. 

Seaton 

Rickets 

12 

5 

— 

— 

17 

Hernia 

25 

4 

5 

- — 

34 

Bronchitis 

9 

7 

5 

— 

21 

Diarrhoea,  Sickness,  due  ) 
to  improper  food,  &c.  j 

54 

4 

4 

1 

63 

Skin  Disease 

9 

1 

5 

— 

15 

Ringworm 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Phimosis 

30 

6 

9 

1 

46 

Improper  Feeding 

71 

1 

— 

— 

72 

Other  Causes 

47 

28 

2 

1 

78 

Total 

258 

56 

30 

3 

347 
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The  methods  adopted  by  the  parents  for  feeding  these  infants  are 
given  below  : — 


All  Centres. 


Method 

Regular 

Hours 

Irregular 

Hours 

Total 

Natural  (breast) 

74 

81 

155 

Artificial  (various) 

94 

24 

118 

Combined,  Natural  &  Artificial 

45 

23 

68 

Children  over  1  year — 

various  diets 

23 

22 

45 

Breast  feeding,  over  one  year 

of  age 

5 

4 

9 

241 

154 

395 

ANTE  NATAL  WORK. 


The  Health  Visitors  paid  177  primary  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 


The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  at  the  Centre  was  6. 


The  reasons  for  their  attendance  were  : — 
Debility 

Constipation  ... 

Dental 

Appendicitis  ... 

Lupus  of  Nose  &  Head 

Total 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 


This  work  has  not  progressed  to  any  extent,  mainly  because  it  has 
been  impossible  to  devote  the  necessary  attention  to  it.  It  is  hoped  that 
an  Ante  Natal  Clinic  will  be  conducted  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
lying-in-home.  All  prospective  mothers  who  so  desire  are  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors  who  advise  them  as  to  their  general  health,  arrangements 
for  the  confinement  and  the  importance  of  being  examined  by  their  doctor 
or  midwife. 
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MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  importance  of  providing  such  an  institution  is  now  appreciated 
by  the  Council,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  find  a  building  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  The  overcrowding  existing  in  very  many  of  the  houses  in  the 
Borough  adds  to  the  urgency  of  providing  such  accommodation. 

HOME  NURSING. 

Home  nursing  is  not  provided  except  by  the  Health  Visitors.  All 
cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  and  certain  cases  of  Pneumonia,  Measles, 
Influenza,  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  etc.,  are  visited  by  Health  Visitors  who 
assist  the  mothers  and  shew  how  to  attend  and  nurse  the  patients  to  the  best 
advantage.  There  is  much  of  this  work  that  could  and  should  be  attended 
to  by  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

41  of  the  62  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified  were  treated 
by  the  Doctor  and  Health  Visitor,  the  Health  Visitor  and  Midwife,  or  by  the 
Health  Visitor  and  Parents. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  received  institutional  treat¬ 
ment  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  through  arrangements  made  by  Dr.  Foster. 

In  1921  this  form  of  treatment  received  the  temporary  approval  of 
the  Ministry.  The  amount  payable  to  the  guardians  for  this  treatment  is 
25/-  per  patient  per  week,  plus  Ophthalmic  Surgeon’s  fee  of  £\  11s.  6d — 
the  amount  remains  the  same  whether  the  mother  is  admitted  with  the  child 
or  not. 

CONVALESCENT  HOMES. 

One  child  only  was  admitted  to  the  Elwick  Home,  under  5  years  of 
age  (a  convalescent  from  Measles).  Children  were,  as  usual,  admitted  to 
the  home  during  the  summer  months,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Crippled 
Childrens’  Guild.  The  Elwick  Home  is  maintained  by  voluntary  subscription 
obtained  by  the  Crippled  Childrens’  Guild, 
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ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN. 

The  Workhouse  Infirmary  is  the  only  institution  in  this  area 
admitting  unmarried  mothers  and  illegitimate  children. 

STILL  BIRTHS, 

115  still  births  were  notified.  For  the  preceding  2  years  the  figures 
were  98  and  78.  The  still  births  amounted  to  5.26%  of  the  total  births, 
as  compared  with  5.2%  for  1919.  The  rate  per  1,000  births  per  annum 
was  52.6. 

The  notifications  were  received  from : — 

N  umber  - 

Doctors  ...  ...  ...  100 

Midwives...  ...  ...  15 

Total  115 

Each  case  was  enquired  into  with  regard  to  the  cause. 

The  explanations  given  were  many  and  varied,  but  there  is  a 
consensus  of  opinion  amongst  the  nurses  that  diminished  income  and  the 
work  (often  heavy)  attempted  by  the  mother  (frequently  in  a  debilitated 
state  due  to  underfeeding)  is  a  possible  cause. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

The  infantile  deaths  (shewn  under  Vital  Statistics)  numbered  225, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  102.9  per  1,000  births,  as  compared 
with  a  rate  of  112.7  for  the  previous  year. 

VOLUNTARY  AID. 

At  the  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  the  greatest  assistance 
is  rendered  by  several  ladies  who  have  been  helping  with  this  work  since 
1916.  To  these  ladies  much  of  the  success  of  the  work  at  the  centres 

is  due. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  reported  was  eight,  two  of 
these  died,  giving  a  percentage  mortality  of  25.0  (one  of  the  deaths 
registered  this  year  was  notified  towards  the  latter  end  of  1919). 


For  the  past  7  years  the  notified  cases  were  as  follows: — 


Year 

No.  of 

Cases 

No.  of 

Deaths 

No.  of  cases 
per  1,000  births 

No.  of  deaths 
per  1.000  births 

1914 

...  3 

— 

1.58 

•  •  • 

1915 

2 

2 

1.19 

...  1.19 

1916 

4 

1 

2.4 

.6 

1917 

4 

1 

2.7 

.7 

1918 

4 

1 

2.5 

.6 

1919 

7 

4 

4.1 

2.3 

1920 

8 

2 

3.6 

.9 

One  of 

these  patients 

was  removed 

to  the  Infectious  Diseases 

Hospital  (where  she  died). 

Each  case  was  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  Midwives.  Instruments 
were  used  in  one  case  only. 

In  all  of  the  other  cases  the  children  were  born  before  the  arrival 
of  the  doctor.  In  one  case  the  midwife,  ill  and  unable  to  obtain  a  qualified 
substitute,  sent  her  daughter  to  attend  the  case  of  confinement. 

It  must  be  regarded  as  extremely  unsatisfactory  that  women  suffering 
from  this  dangerous  complication  for  which  skilled  nursing  is  essential  cannot 
receive  this  attention  by  the  district  nurses.  They  are  admitted  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  when  beds  are  available,  or  to  the  Workhouse 
Infirmary  when  the  doctor  desires  this  form  of  treatment. 

The  cases  of  this  disease  were  distributed  amongst  the  following 
Wards : — 


North  West  Park  S.  West  S.  East  Central  N.  East  Seaton  Total 
—  2211—11$ 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  was  62. 

The  notifications  for  the  past  7  years  are  shewn  below : — 


Number  of  Rate  per 


Year 

Notifications 

1,000  Births 

1914 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

1915 

•  •  «  •  •  • 

21 

1916 

•  •  «  •  *  • 

42 

1917 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

36 

1918 

•  •  e  *  •  « 

41 

27.8 

1919 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

49 

29.2 

1920 

•  •  •  *  *  • 

62 

28.3 

Treatment 

of  these  patients  was 

given  by  : — 

Number 

Doctor 

and  Health  Visitor 

•  •  •  •  • 

25 

Health 

Visitor  and  Midwife  . 

•  •  •  c  e 

13 

Doctor 

and  Midwife 

o  •  •  .  * 

19 

Plealth  Visitor  and  Parents  ...  ...  3 

Hospital  •••  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  62 


The  results  of  treatment  were  as  follows : — 


Number 

Complete  recovery  ...  ...  52 

Lost  trace  of  ...  ...  ...  4 

Weakness  in  eyes  ...  ...  2 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Carried  forward  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  62 


Visits  paid  to  these  cases  by  Health  Visitors — 223. 


Notifications  were  received  from: — 


Doctors 

Number 

30 

Midwives 

•  •  • 

27 

Health  Visitors 

5 

Total 

62 

The  cases  notified  by  the  Health  Visitors  were  discovered  at  their 
visit  after  the  birth  of  the  child. 

Two  of  these  patients  were  treated  in  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and 
both  cases  were  discharged  cured. 

MEASLES. 

The  number  of  cases  received  through  the  Education  Authority  and 
discovered  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  143.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  measles  was  19,  equal  to  a  mortality  rate  of  13.2  (see  page  50).  No 
arrangements  have  yet  been  able  to  be  made  for  the  home  nursing  of  these 
patients  except  by  the  Health  Visitors,  and  skilled  nursing  is  one  of  the 
essentials  for  the  satisfactory  recovery  of  many  patients.  Too  little  attention 
is  paid  to  this  disease  which  often  ends  quickly  in  death  from  pneumonia,  or 
death  ensues  at  a  later  period  after  a  lingering  illness  from  tuberculosis. 

EPIDEMIC  DIARRHCEA.  (see  page  51). 

21  Deaths  occurred  from  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH,  (see  page  51). 

The  cases  reported  were  61.  There  were  16  deaths  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  26.2%  and  a  death  rate  of  .22  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

POLIOMYELITIS,  (see  page  53). 

One  case  was  notified.  This  patient  died  from  Encephalitis 
Lethargica,  2  months  later. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Staff  has  been  augmented  by  an  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  who  will  be  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. 
There  are  now  5  Health  Visitors  instead  of  4  as  for  the  previous  year. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  receive  treatment  at  the  Port  Sanitary 
Hospital.  The  number  of  beds  at  this  institution  has  been  increased  by 
20,  so  that  there  are  now  52  beds  available  for  a  population  of  about  100,000 
persons  and  such  cases  of  disease  as  may  arrive  by  ship. 

The  accommodation  is  quite  inadequate  to  deal  with  the  number  of 
cases  requiring  admission  during  epidemics  of  infectious  disease.  Some  40 
beds  are  available  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  of  disease  at  the  Cameron 
Hospital — the  result  of  such  a  small  number  of  beds  being  available  is  the 
waiting  list  becomes  so  long  that  many  patients  appear  to  be  forgotten. 

LOCAL  ACT. 

West  Hartlepool  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1870. 

LOCAL  ORDERS. 

Bye-laws  regulating — Public  Abattoir,  Offensive  Trades,  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Public  Bathing,  Removal  of 
Manure,  Dairies  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  Means  of  escape  in  Case  of  Fire 
(Factory  and  Workshops),  Public  Market,  Good  Rule  and  Government 
(against  spitting),  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  and 
Sections  16,  18,  19,  20  22,  25,  26,  27,  33,  and  95. 
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CHEMICAL  EXAMINATIONS  (see  page  41). 

126  Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  examined  by  Mr.  C.  J.  H. 
Stock.  B.Sc.,  F.I.C.,  Analyst  to  the  County,  who  is  also  Analyst  to  this 
Bounty  Borough. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

All  ordinary  examinations  are  carried  out  in  the  laboratory  of  the 

Health  Department. 

) 

EXAMINATIONS  FOR  CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS 

(  See  page  52) 

The  number  of  examinations  made  by  Dr.  Laws  of  Newcastle,  of 
material  from  patients  was  two.  In  addition,  Dr.  Laws  examined  the 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid  from  a  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

EXAMINATIONS  FOR  VENEREAL  DISEASE  (see  page  77). 

These  are  performed  under  the  supervision  of  Professor  Hutchens 
at  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle. 

302  specimens  were  examined  for  Wassermann’s  reaction. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  in  district  ...  ...  14,000 

,,  for  working  classes  ...  ...  8,000 

New  houses  erected  1920  ...  ...  12 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  70,000 


(From  the  recent  census  1921 — the  population  is  given  as  68.689). 

MEASURES  CONTEMPLATED  TO  MEET  SHORTAGE. 

It  was  proposed  to  erect  1,300  houses  within  a  period  of  5  years  on 
the  Rift  House  and  Raby  Road  Estates  comprising  about  94.25  acres. 
The  number  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  was  171. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  very  serious  overcrowding  still  exists  and  that 
there  is  an  urgent  demand  for  more  houses.  Houses  let-in-lodgings  have 

e 

increased  rapidly  and  premises  unsuitable  for  this  purpose  are  in  common  use. 

In  the  following  table  will  be  found  some  particulars  of  gross  over¬ 
crowding  found  during  the  year  1920  : — 

3  houses  with  1  room  had  an  average  of  4.6  persons  per  house. 


12 

5 

1 


99 


99 


9  9 


„  2  rooms  ,, 

3  „ 


8 


>  j 


>  > 


>) 


>> 


„  „  10.6 

4  ,,  was  occupied  by  13  persons. 


55 


55 


55 


55 


The  above  21  houses  had  176  occupants  giving  an  average  of  8.3 
persons  per  house. 

There  were  46  rooms  in  the  above  houses  giving  an  average  of 
3.8  persons  per  room. 

7.6  s,  2  rooms. 

11.5  „  „  3 


15.3 


99 


99 


99 
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MEASURES  CONTEMPLATED  TO  DEAL  WITH 

OVERCROWDING. 

If  the  houses  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  are  proceeded  with, 
the  accommodation  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  should  be  ample. 

CASES  OF  OVERCROWDING  DEALT  WITH. 

No  action  was  taken. 

j 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

GENERAL  STANDARD  OF  HOUSES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


It  still  remains  satisfactory. 
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GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DEFECTS  FOUND  TO 

EXIST  IN  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Ordinary  repairs  are  not  being  attended  to  owing  to  the  cost  of 

labour  and  materials. 

These  defects  are  found  in  roofs,  spoutings,  walls,  fireplaces,  floors, 
pumps,  sanitary  conveniences,  &c. 

In  a  number  of  instances  in  which  repairs  of  the  defects  could 
not  be  secured,  the  work  was  performed  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c\,  Act.,  1919. 

ACTION  TAKEN  AS  REGARDS  UNFIT  HOUSES 
UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

The  action  taken  will  be  found  by  referring  to  Appendix  1. 

DIFFICULTIES  IN  REMEDYING  UNFITNESS. 

The  difficulties  experienced  in  this  area  were  based  almost  entirely 
on  the  increased  cost  incurred  in  having  the  repairs  attended  to. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  WATER  SUPPLY. 

See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  22. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  24. 

CONDITIONS  AS  REGARDS  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

See  Sanitary  Circumstances,  page  27. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

There  are  none. 

BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES. 

The  only  Bye-laws  are  those  relating  to  the  building  of  such  houses. 
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BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  HOUSES-LET-IN-LODGINGS. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  relating  to  Houses-let-in-Lodgings,  but 
owing  to  the  extreme  necessity  for  control  over  these  premises  it  is  hoped 
they  will  be  introduced  at  an  early  date. 

BYE-LAWS  RELATING  TO  TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  &c. 

(Bye-Laws  regulating  the  above  were  approved  and  put  into  force 
on  June  28th,  1921). 

NEED  FOR  NEW  BYE-LAWS  OR  REVISION  OF 

EXISTING  BYE-LAWS. 

As  stated  in  my  previous  report,  Bye-laws  governing  Houses-let- 
in-Lodgings,  under  Section  26  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act., 
1919,  are  urgently  necessary. 

APPENDICES 

HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

STATISTICS. 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

1.  GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  70,000 

(2)  General  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14.5 

(3)  Death  Rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1.2 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  102.9 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  14,000 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  8,000 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  12 
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2.  UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 


Inspection. 

(i) 

Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)... 

1,539 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910 

475 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

None 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  previous  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

1,006 

II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  876 

111  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c., 
Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  7 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declar¬ 
ations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  None 

B  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(l)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  336 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied — 
{a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  319 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  17 

C  Proceedings  under  section  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  fit 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders. 

3.  UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a  view  to  Improve¬ 
ment  schemes  under  (a),  Part  I,  or  (b)  Part  II,  of  the  Act  of  1890  :  — 


(1)  Name  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Acreage  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  working-class  houses  in  area...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  Nil 


None 

None 

2 

11 

14 


IV.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws 

erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority  ...  None 


V. 


Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with  briefly,  the  duties  of 
each  officer 


None 
engaged 
solely  on 
housing 
work. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  duties  performed  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
are  shewn  in  the  following  tables,  which  are  included  at  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  : — 

i.— INSPECTION. 


Premises. 

(l) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written  Notices 
(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

47 

9 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

168 

39 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers  premises  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report) 

4 

1 

Total 

219 

49 

2.  — DEFECTS. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number 

Particulars. 

(l) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred  to 

H.M. 

Inspector 

(4) 

of 

Prosecut¬ 

ions 

(O 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  ventilation 

7 

7 

Overcrowding... 

...  ...  ... 

... 

... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

... 

... 

Other  nuisances 

...  ...  •  •  • 

9 

9 

'  Insufficient 

7 

7 

Sanitary 

Accommodation 

■  Unsuitable  or  Defective  ... 

15 

15 

.  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

2 

2 

Offence s  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
(s.  1^)  1^  i  *  *  « •  •  %  1 1 

•  •  « 

•  «  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (as.  97  to  100)  .... 

5 

5 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report) 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Total 

57 

57 

Nil 

Nil 

HOME  WORK. 
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OUTWORK  IN 
INFECTED  PREMISES 
SECTIONS  109,  110. 

Prosecutions  ^ 
(Sections  109,  110)  ~ 

Orders  made  S' 
(s.  110.  - 

Instances.  (h 

OUTWOEK  IN 
UNWHOLESOME 
PREMISES, 
SECTION  108 

Prosecutions.  S 

Notices  served.  ^ 

CM 

CM 

Instances  £ 

CM 

CM 

OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 

Prosecutions 

Failing 
to  send 
lists. 

(10 

Failing 
to  keep 
or 

permit 
inspect¬ 
ion  of 
lists 
(9) 

Notices 
served 
on  Occ¬ 
upiers 
as  to 
keeping 
or 

sending 

lists 

(8) 

1 

1  0 
!  r3 

!  4=> 

d 

Outworkers 

Contr-  Work- 

actors  men 

(6)  (7) 

r— H 

r— H 

Ul 

rH 

CD 

o 

t— * 

a 

a 

a 

o 

rH 

4H 

4 

0 

•rH 

CD 

Sending  once  : 
year 

CM 

CM 

r 

m  _ 

~§  JR 

CO 

CO 

CD 

r3 

4^ 

d 

•rH 

Outworkers 

Contr-  Work- 
actors  men 
(3)  (4) 

1 

1 

.sts  rec 

twice 

year 

CM 

r-  H 

CM 

r—H 

A 

d 

•rH 

n3 

d 

CD 

m 

Lists. 

(2) 

4* 

4“ 

NATURE  OF  WORK 

(1) 

Wearing  Apparel — 
making  etc.  ... 

Total 

103 


4- — REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 


Number 

(2) 


Dress  and  Mantle-making 


32 


Milliners 


12 


M  ft 
^  O 

o  -3 

u 

HH  O 

o  £ 


-V> 

Pi 

«8 

-V> 

VI 

o 


m 

c3 

Xl 

O 

Pi 

CG 


P> 

n 

© 

<D 

X! 

!>-> 

ce 


co 
Pi 
„  O 

M  rd 

ft  2 

O  P4 
ftxi  ^ 

CO  PP 


PI  <D 

V 

CO  2 

©  rd 


T3 

© 

-4-3 

C3 

Vi 

© 


Tailors 

Boot  Repairers 
Bakehouses  ... 

Joiners  and  Cabinet  Makers 

Plumbers 

Blacksmiths  ... 

Other  Trades... 


27 
31 
47 

28 
23 
13 
94 


\ 

\ 


Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 


307 


5. — OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 


Number 

(2) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133,  1901)  ... 


Nil 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health  h 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  5,  1901) 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 


Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector 


23 


44 


Other  ... 


Nil 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  in  use  at  end  of  the  year 


